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Great sociological change were about to happen—the Renaissance, the
Reformation, the growth of capitalism and the scientific revolution. Hence the
speed of change in Europe began to outstrip the slow and steady rate of advance
dictated by Chinese bureaucratic feudalism. The merchant-adventurers and the
bourgeois entrepreneurs were to the fore once the +15 century had begun......the
way in which the gunpowder first worked out by the Chinese began to come back
to them in improved form.?
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1985), pp.16-17.
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