Aesop' s Fabl es

Transl ated by George Fyler Townsend

The Wl f and the Lanb

WOLF, neeting with a Lanb astray fromthe fold, resolved not to
lay violent hands on him but to find some plea to justify to the

Lanb the Wilf's right to eat him He thus addressed him

"Sirrah, last year you grossly insulted ne." "lndeed," bleated
the Lanb in a mournful tone of voice, "I was not then born." Then
said the Wl f, "You feed in ny pasture.” "No, good sir,"” replied
the Lanb, "I have not yet tasted grass." Again said the WIf,
"You drink of ny well." "No," exclaimed the Lanb, "I never yet

drank water, for as yet ny nother's mlk is both food and drink

to ne." Upon which the Wl f seized himand ate hi mup, saying,

"Wll! | won't remain supperless, even though you refute every
one of ny inputations.” The tyrant will always find a pretext for
hi s tyranny.

The Bat and t he Weasel s

A BAT who fell upon the ground and was caught by a Weasel pleaded
to be spared his life. The Wasel refused, saying that he was by
nature the eneny of all birds. The Bat assured himthat he was
not a bird, but a nmouse, and thus was set free. Shortly
afterwards the Bat again fell to the ground and was caught by
anot her Weasel, whom he |ikew se entreated not to eat him The
Weasel said that he had a special hostility to mice. The Bat

assured himthat he was not a nouse, but a bat, and thus a second



ti me escaped.

It is wise to turn circunstances to good account.

The Ass and the G asshopper

AN ASS havi ng heard sonme Grasshoppers chirping, was highly
enchanted; and, desiring to possess the same charnms of nel ody,
demanded what sort of food they lived on to give them such
beautiful voices. They replied, "The dew." The Ass resolved that

he would live only upon dew, and in a short tine died of hunger

The Lion and the Mouse

A LI ON was awakened from sl eep by a Muse running over his face.
Ri sing up angrily, he caught himand was about to kill him when
the Mouse piteously entreated, saying: "If you would only spare
my life, | would be sure to repay your kindness." The Lion

| aughed and let himgo. It happened shortly after this that the
Li on was caught by sone hunters, who bound himby st ropes to the
ground. The Mouse, recognizing his roar, canme gnawed the rope

with his teeth, and set himfree, exclaim

"You ridiculed the idea of ny ever being able to help you
expecting to receive fromnme any repaynent of your favor; | now
you know that it is possible for even a Mouse to con benefits on

a Lion."

The Charcoal -Burner and the Fuller

A CHARCOAL- BURNER carried on his trade in his own house. One day



he net a friend, a Fuller, and entreated himto conme and |live
with him saying that they should be far better nei ghbors and
that their housekeepi ng expenses woul d be | essened. The Fuller
replied, "The arrangenent is inpossible as far as | am concerned,
for whatever | should whiten, you would i rmedi ately bl acken again

wi th your charcoal ."

Like will draw |ike.

The Father and H's Sons

A FATHER had a fam |y of sons who were perpetually quarreling
anong thenselves. When he failed to heal their disputes by his
exhortations, he determined to give thema practical illustration
of the evils of disunion; and for this purpose he one day told
themto bring hima bundle of sticks. Wen they had done so, he
pl aced the faggot into the hands of each of themin succession
and ordered themto break it in pieces. They tried with al

their strength, and were not able to do it. He next opened the
faggot, took the sticks separately, one by one, and again put
theminto his sons' hands, upon which they broke themeasily. He
then addressed themin these words: "My sons, if you are of one
m nd, and unite to assist each other, you will be as this faggot,
uninjured by all the attenpts of your enemies; but if you are

di vi ded anbng yourselves, you will be broken as easily as these

sticks."

The Boy Hunting Locusts

A BOY was hunting for |ocusts. He had caught a goodly nunber,

when he saw a Scorpion, and mistaking himfor a |ocust, reached



out his hand to take him The Scorpion, showing his sting, said:
If you had but touched ne, ny friend, you woul d have | ost nme, and

all your |ocusts too!"

The Cock and the Jewel

A COCK, scratching for food for hinmself and his hens, found a

preci ous stone and exclained: "If your owner had found thee, and
not I, he would have taken thee up, and have set thee in thy
first estate; but | have found thee for no purpose. | would

rat her have one barleycorn than all the jewels in the world."

The Ki ngdom of the Lion

THE BEASTS of the field and forest had a Lion as their king. He
was neither wathful, cruel, nor tyrannical, but just and gentle
as a king could be. During his reign he nade a roya

proclamation for a general assenbly of all the birds and beasts,
and drew up conditions for a universal |eague, in which the Wlf
and the Lanb, the Panther and the Kid, the Tiger and the Stag,
the Dog and the Hare, should live together in perfect peace and
amty. The Hare said, "Ch, how | have longed to see this day, in
whi ch the weak shall take their place with inpunity by the side
of the strong." And after the Hare said this, he ran for his

life.

The Wl f and the Crane

A WOLF who had a bone stuck in his throat hired a Crane, for a
|l arge sum to put her head into his nouth and draw out the bone.

When the Crane had extracted the bone and demanded the pronised



payment, the Wbl f, grinning and grinding his teeth, exclained:
"Why, you have surely already had a sufficient reconpense, in
havi ng been pernitted to draw out your head in safety fromthe

mouth and jaws of a wolf."

In serving the wi cked, expect no reward, and be thankful if you

escape injury for your pains.

The Fi sherman Pi pi ng

A FlI SHERVAN skilled in nusic took his flute and his nets to the
seashore. Standing on a projecting rock, he played several tunes
in the hope that the fish, attracted by his nel ody, would of
their own accord dance into his net, which he had pl aced bel ow

At |ast, having long waited in vain, he laid aside his flute, and
casting his net into the sea, nade an excellent haul of fish

When he saw them | eapi ng about in the net upon the rock he said:
"O you nost perverse creatures, when | piped you woul d not dance,

but now that | have ceased you do so nerrily."

Her cul es and t he Wagoner

A CARTER was driving a wagon along a country | ane, when the

wheel s sank down deep into a rut. The rustic driver, stupefied
and aghast, stood |ooking at the wagon, and did nothing but utter
loud cries to Hercules to cone and help him Hercules, it is
sai d, appeared and thus addressed him "Put your shoulders to the
wheel s, ny nan. Goad on your bullocks, and never nore pray to ne
for help, until you have done your best to help yourself, or

depend upon it you will henceforth pray in vain."



Self-help is the best help.

The Ants and the G asshopper

THE ANTS were spending a fine winter's day drying grain collected
in the sumertine. A Gasshopper, perishing with fanine, passed

by and earnestly begged for a little food. The Ants inquired of
him "Wy did you not treasure up food during the sumer?" He
replied, "I had not |eisure enough. | passed the days in

singing." They then said in derision: "If you were foolish enough
to sing all the sumer, you nust dance supperless to bed in the

wnter."

The Travel er and H s Dog

A TRAVELER about to set out on a journey saw his Dog stand at the
door stretching hinself. He asked himsharply: "Wy do you stand
there gapi ng? Everything is ready but you, so conme with me
instantly." The Dog, wagging his tail, replied: "O master! | am

quite ready; it is you for whom| amwaiting."

The loiterer often blames delay on his nore active friend.

The Dog and the Shadow

A DOG crossing a bridge over a streamwi th a piece of flesh in
his mouth, saw his own shadow in the water and took it for that
of another Dog, with a piece of neat double his own in size. He
i medi ately let go of his own, and fiercely attacked the other
Dog to get his larger piece fromhim He thus |ost both: that

whi ch he grasped at in the water, because it was a shadow, and



his own, because the stream swept it away.

The Mol e and Hi s Mot her

A MOLE, a creature blind frombirth, once said to his Mther: "I
amsure than | can see, Mther!" |In the desire to prove to him
his m stake, his Mther placed before hima few grains of

franki ncense, and asked, "What is it?" The young Mdle said, "It

is a pebble." Hi's Mther exclained: "M/ son, | amafraid that you

are not only blind, but that you have | ost your sense of snell.

The Herdsman and the Lost Bul

A HERDSMAN tending his flock in a forest lost a Bull-calf from
the fold. After a long and fruitless search, he nade a vow t hat
if he could only discover the thief who had stolen the Calf, he
woul d offer a lanb in sacrifice to Hermes, Pan, and the Guardi an
Deities of the forest. Not long afterwards, as he ascended a
smal |l hillock, he saw at its foot a Lion feeding on the Calf.
Terrified at the sight, he lifted his eyes and his hands to
heaven, and said: "Just now | vowed to offer a lanb to the
Guardian Deities of the forest if | could only find out who had
robbed ne; but now that | have discovered the thief, | would
willingly add a full-grown Bull to the Calf | have lost, if | may

only secure ny own escape fromhimin safety.”

The Hare and the Tortoise

A HARE one day ridiculed the short feet and sl ow pace of the
Tortoi se, who replied, |laughing: "Though you be swift as the

wind, I will beat you in a race." The Hare, believing her



assertion to be sinply inpossible, assented to the proposal; and
they agreed that the Fox should choose the course and fix the
goal. On the day appointed for the race the two started
together. The Tortoise never for a nmoment stopped, but went on
with a slow but steady pace straight to the end of the course
The Hare, lying down by the wayside, fell fast asleep. At |ast
waki ng up, and noving as fast as he could, he saw the Tortoise
had reached the goal, and was confortably dozing after her

fatigue

Sl ow but steady wi ns the race.

The Ponegranate, Apple-Tree, and Branbl e

THE POVEGRANATE and Appl e- Tree disputed as to which was the nost
beautiful. Wen their strife was at its height, a Branble from
t he nei ghboring hedge lifted up its voice, and said in a boastfu
tone: "Pray, ny dear friends, in ny presence at |east cease from

such vain disputings."”

The Farnmer and the Stork

A FARMER pl aced nets on his new y-sown pl owl ands and caught a
nunber of Cranes, which came to pick up his seed. Wth them he
trapped a Stork that had fractured his leg in the net and was
earnestly beseeching the Farmer to spare his life. "Pray save

me, Master," he said, "and let ne go free this once. M broken
linb should excite your pity. Besides, | amno Crane, | ama
Stork, a bird of excellent character; and see how | |ove and
slave for nmy father and nother. Look too, at ny feathers--

they are not the least like those of a Crane." The Far mer



| aughed al oud and said, "It nay be all as you say, | only know
this: | have taken you with these robbers, the Cranes, and you

must die in their conpany.”

Birds of a feather flock together

The Farnmer and the Snake

ONE WNTER a Farnmer found a Snake stiff and frozen with cold. He
had conpassion on it, and taking it up, placed it in his bosom
The Snake was quickly revived by the warnth, and resuning its
natural instincts, bit its benefactor, inflicting on hima nortal
wound. "Ch," cried the Farnmer with his |ast breath, "I am

rightly served for pitying a scoundrel."

The greatest kindness will not bind the ungrateful

The Fawn and Hi s Mot her

A YOUNG FAWN once said to his Mdther, "You are |arger than a dog,
and swifter, and nore used to running, and you have your horns as
a defense; why, then, O Mdther! do the hounds frighten you so?"
She smled, and said: "I know full well, nmy son, that all you say
is true. | have the advantages you nention, but when | hear even
the bark of a single dog | feel ready to faint, and fly away as

fast as | can."

No argunments will give courage to the coward

The Bear and the Fox



A BEAR boasted very nmuch of his philanthropy, saying that of al
animals he was the nost tender in his regard for man, for he had
such respect for himthat he would not even touch his dead body.
A Fox hearing these words said with a smile to the Bear, "OCh!

that you would eat the dead and not the living."

The Swal | ow and the Crow

THE SWALLOW and the Crow had a contention about their plunmage.
The Crow put an end to the dispute by saying, "Your feathers are
all very well in the spring, but nmine protect ne against the

wnter."

Fair weather friends are not worth nuch.

The Mountain in Labor

A MOUNTAI N was once greatly agitated. Loud groans and noi ses
were heard, and crowds of people cane fromall parts to see what
was the matter. VWhile they were assenbled in anxi ous expectation

of some terrible calamty, out canme a Muse.

Don't make much ado about not hi ng.

The Ass, the Fox, and the Lion

THE ASS and the Fox, having entered into partnership together for
their nutual protection, went out into the forest to hunt. They
had not proceeded far when they net a Lion. The Fox, seeing

i mmi nent danger, approached the Lion and pronised to contrive for

himthe capture of the Ass if the Lion would pledge his word not



to harmthe Fox. Then, upon assuring the Ass that he woul d not
be injured, the Fox led himto a deep pit and arranged that he
should fall into it. The Lion, seeing that the Ass was secured,
i medi ately clutched the Fox, and attacked the Ass at his

| ei sure

The Tortoise and the Eagl e

A TORTO SE, lazily basking in the sun, conplained to the
sea-birds of her hard fate, that no one would teach her to fly.
An Eagl e, hovering near, heard her |anentation and demanded what
reward she would give himif he would take her aloft and fl oat

her in the air. "I will give you," she said, "all the riches of
the Red Sea.” "I will teach you to fly then," said the Eagle; and
taking her up in his talons he carried her alnbst to the clouds
suddenly he let her go, and she fell on a |lofty nountain, dashing
her shell to pieces. The Tortoise exclained in the nonent of
death: "I have deserved ny present fate; for what had | to do

with wings and clouds, who can with difficulty nove about on the

eart h?

If men had all they wi shed, they would be often ruined.

The Flies and t he Honey- Pot

A NUMBER of Flies were attracted to a jar of honey which had been
overturned in a housekeeper's room and placing their feet init,
ate greedily. Their feet, however, becane so sneared with the
honey that they could not use their w ngs, nor rel ease

t hensel ves, and were suffocated. Just as they were expiring,
they exclained, "O foolish creatures that we are, for the sake of

alittle pleasure we have destroyed ourselves."



Pl easure bought with pains, hurts.

The Man and the Lion

A MAN and a Lion travel ed together through the forest. They soon
began to boast of their respective superiority to each other in
strength and prowess. As they were disputing, they passed a

statue carved in stone, which represented "a Lion strangled by a

Man." The traveler pointed to it and said: "See there! How strong
we are, and how we prevail over even the king of beasts.” The
Lion replied: "This statue was made by one of you nmen. If we

Li ons knew how to erect statues, you woul d see the Man pl aced

under the paw of the Lion."

One story is good, till another is told.

The Farner and the Cranes

SOVE CRANES nmade their feeding grounds on sone plow ands newy
sown with wheat. For a long time the Farner, brandi shing an
enpty sling, chased them away by the terror he inspired; but when
the birds found that the sling was only swung in the air, they
ceased to take any notice of it and would not nove. The Farmer,
on seeing this, charged his sling with stones, and killed a great
nunber. The renaining birds at once forsook his fields, crying
to each other, "It is time for us to be off to Liliput: for this
man i s no |l onger content to scare us, but begins to show us in

ear nest what he can do."

If words suffice not, blows nust follow



The Dog in the Manger

A DOG lay in a manger, and by his growling and snappi ng prevented
the oxen from eating the hay which had been placed for them

"VWhat a selfish Dog!"™ said one of themto his conpanions; "he
cannot eat the hay hinself, and yet refuses to allow those to eat

who can."

The Fox and the CGoat

A FOX one day fell into a deep well and could find no neans of
escape. A Coat, overcome with thirst, canme to the sane well, and
seeing the Fox, inquired if the water was good. Concealing his
sad plight under a nerry guise, the Fox indulged in a |avish
prai se of the water, saying it was excellent beyond neasure, and
encouraging himto descend. The Goat, mindful only of his
thirst, thoughtlessly junped down, but just as he drank, the Fox

informed himof the difficulty they were both in and suggested a

schene for their comon escape. "If," said he, "you will place
your forefeet upon the wall and bend your head, | will run up
your back and escape, and will help you out afterwards."” The Coat

readily assented and the Fox | eaped upon his back. Steadying
hinself with the Goat's horns, he safely reached the nouth of the
well and made off as fast as he could. Wen the Goat upbraided
hi m for breaking his pronise, he turned around and cried out,
"You foolish old fellow If you had as nmany brains in your head
as you have hairs in your beard, you would never have gone down
before you had inspected the way up, nor have exposed yourself to

dangers from whi ch you had no neans of escape."

Look before you | eap



The Bear and the Two Travel ers

TWO MEN were traveling together, when a Bear suddenly net them on
their path. One of themclinbed up quickly into a tree and
conceal ed hinself in the branches. The other, seeing that he
must be attacked, fell flat on the ground, and when the Bear came
up and felt himwth his snout, and snmelt himall over, he held
his breath, and feigned the appearance of death as nuch as he
could. The Bear soon left him for it is said he will not touch
a dead body. When he was quite gone, the other Traveler
descended fromthe tree, and jocularly inquired of his friend
what it was the Bear had whispered in his ear. "He gave ne this

advice," his companion replied. "Never travel with a friend who

deserts you at the approach of danger."

M sfortune tests the sincerity of friends.

The Oxen and the Axle-Trees

A HEAVY WAGON was bei ng dragged along a country | ane by a team of

Oxen. The Axle-trees groaned and creaked terribly; whereupon the

Oxen, turning round, thus addressed the wheels: "Hullo there! why
do you make so much noi se? W bear all the | abor, and we, not

you, ought to cry out."

Those who suffer npbst cry out the |east.

The Thirsty Pigeon

A PI GEQN, oppressed by excessive thirst, saw a goblet of water



pai nted on a signboard. Not supposing it to be only a picture,
she flew towards it with a loud whir and unwittingly dashed

agai nst the signboard, jarring herself terribly. Having broken
her wings by the blow, she fell to the ground, and was caught by

one of the bystanders.

Zeal should not outrun discretion.

The Raven and t he Swan

A RAVEN saw a Swan and desired to secure for hinmself the same
beautiful plumage. Supposing that the Swan's splendid white
color arose fromhis washing in the water in which he swam the
Raven | eft the altars in the nei ghborhood where he picked up his
living, and took up residence in the | akes and pools. But
cleansing his feathers as often as he would, he could not change

their color, while through want of food he perished.

Change of habit cannot alter Nature.

The Goat and the Goatherd

A GOATHERD had sought to bring back a stray goat to his flock.
He whistled and sounded his horn in vain; the straggler paid no
attention to the summons. At |ast the Goatherd threw a stone
and breaking its horn, begged the Goat not to tell his master
The Goat replied, "Wy, you silly fellow, the horn will speak

though | be silent."

Do not attenpt to hide things which cannot be hid.



The M ser

A M SER sold all that he had and bought a |unp of gold, which he
buried in a hole in the ground by the side of an old wall and
went to look at daily. One of his worknmen observed his frequent
visits to the spot and decided to watch his novenents. He soon
di scovered the secret of the hidden treasure, and diggi ng down,
came to the lunp of gold, and stole it. The Mser, on his next
visit, found the hole enpty and began to tear his hair and to
make | oud | amentations. A neighbor, seeing himovercone with
grief and |l earning the cause, said, "Pray do not grieve so; but
go and take a stone, and place it in the hole, and fancy that the
gold is still lying there. It will do you quite the sanme
service; for when the gold was there, you had it not, as you did

not nmake the slightest use of it.

The Si ck Lion

A LION, unable fromold age and infirnmties to provide hinself
with food by force, resolved to do so by artifice. He returned
to his den, and |lying down there, pretended to be sick, taking
care that his sickness should be publicly known. The beasts
expressed their sorrow, and cane one by one to his den, where the
Li on devoured them After many of the beasts had thus

di sappeared, the Fox discovered the trick and presenting hinself
to the Lion, stood on the outside of the cave, at a respectfu

di stance, and asked himhow he was. "I amvery niddling,"
replied the Lion, "but why do you stand without? Pray enter
within to talk with ne." "No, thank you," said the Fox. "I
notice that there are many prints of feet entering your cave, but

| see no trace of any returning."”

He is wise who is warned by the m sfortunes of others.



The Horse and G oom

A CGROOM used to spend whol e days in curryconbing and rubbi ng down
his Horse, but at the sane time stole his oats and sold themfor

his own profit. "Alas!" said the Horse, "if you really w sh ne

to be in good condition, you should groomne |ess, and feed ne

nor e.

The Ass and the Lapdog

A MAN had an Ass, and a Maltese Lapdog, a very great beauty. The
Ass was left in a stable and had plenty of oats and hay to eat,
just as any other Ass would. The Lapdog knew nany tricks and was
a great favorite with his master, who often fondl ed hi mand

sel dom went out to dine without bringing himhone sone tidbit to
eat. The Ass, on the contrary, had nuch work to do in grinding
the corn-m |l and in carrying wood fromthe forest or burdens
fromthe farm He often |lanented his own hard fate and
contrasted it with the luxury and idl eness of the Lapdog, till at
| ast one day he broke his cords and halter, and galloped into his
master's house, kicking up his heels w thout neasure, and
frisking and fawning as well as he could. He next tried to junp
about his master as he had seen the Lapdog do, but he broke the
tabl e and snashed all the dishes upon it to atons. He then
attenpted to lick his naster, and junped upon his back. The
servants, hearing the strange hubbub and perceiving the danger of
their nmaster, quickly relieved him and drove out the Ass to his
stable with kicks and clubs and cuffs. The Ass, as he returned
to his stall beaten nearly to death, thus lanmented: "I have

brought it all on nyself! Wy could | not have been contented to



| abor with nmy conpanions, and not wish to be idle all the day

like that useless little Lapdog!"

The Li oness

A CONTROVERSY prevail ed anong the beasts of the field as to which
of the animals deserved the nost credit for producing the
greatest nunber of whelps at a birth. They rushed cl anorously
into the presence of the Lioness and denmanded of her the
settlenent of the dispute. "And you," they said, "how many sons
have you at a birth?" The Lioness |aughed at them and said:
"Way! | have only one; but that one is altogether a thoroughbred

Li on. "

The value is in the worth, not in the nunber.

The Boasting Travel er

A MAN who had traveled in foreign | ands boasted very nuch, on
returning to his own country, of the many wonderful and heroic
feats he had perforned in the different places he had visited.
Anong ot her things, he said that when he was at Rhodes he had

| eaped to such a distance that no man of his day could | eap
anywhere near himas to that, there were in Rhodes nany persons
who saw himdo it and whom he could call as witnesses. One of
the bystanders interrupted him saying: "Now, ny good nan, if
this be all true there is no need of witnesses. Suppose this

to be Rhodes, and leap for us."

The Cat and the Cock



A CAT caught a Cock, and pondered how he might find a reasonable
excuse for eating him He accused him of being a nuisance to nen
by crowing in the nighttine and not pernmitting themto sleep

The Cock defended hinself by saying that he did this for the
benefit of men, that they might rise in time for their |abors.
The Cat replied, "Although you abound in specious apol ogi es,

shal | not remain supperless"; and he made a neal of him

The Piglet, the Sheep, and the CGoat

A YOUNG PI G was shut up in a fold-yard with a Goat and a Sheep

On one occasi on when the shepherd laid hold of him he grunted
and squeaked and resisted violently. The Sheep and the Goat
compl ai ned of his distressing cries, saying, "He often handl es
us, and we do not cry out." To this the Pig replied, "Your
handling and nine are very different things. He catches you only
for your wool, or your mlk, but he lays hold on me for my very

life."

The Boy and the Filberts

A BOY put his hand into a pitcher full of filberts. He grasped
as many as he coul d possibly hold, but when he tried to pull out
hi s hand, he was prevented from doing so by the neck of the
pitcher. Unwilling to lose his filberts, and yet unable to

wi thdraw his hand, he burst into tears and bitterly lanmented his
di sappoi ntrment. A bystander said to him "Be satisfied with half

the quantity, and you will readily draw out your hand."

Do not attenpt too nuch at once



The Lion in Love

A LI ON demanded the daughter of a woodcutter in marriage. The
Father, unwilling to grant, and yet afraid to refuse his request,
hit upon this expedient to rid hinself of his inportunities. He
expressed his willingness to accept the Lion as the suitor of his
daughter on one condition: that he should allow himto extract
his teeth, and cut off his claws, as his daughter was fearfully
afraid of both. The Lion cheerfully assented to the proposal

But when the toothless, claw ess Lion returned to repeat his
request, the Wodnman, no |longer afraid, set upon himwth his

club, and drove himaway into the forest.

The Laborer and the Snake

A SNAKE, having nade his hole close to the porch of a cottage
inflicted a nortal bite on the Cottager's infant son. Giieving
over his loss, the Father resolved to kill the Snake. The next
day, when it came out of its hole for food, he took up his axe,
but by swinging too hastily, missed its head and cut off only the
end of its tail. After sonme time the Cottager, afraid that the
Snake woul d bite himal so, endeavored to nake peace, and pl aced
sone bread and salt in the hole. The Snake, slightly hissing,
said: "There can henceforth be no peace between us; for whenever
| see you |I shall renenber the |loss of ny tail, and whenever you

see ne you will be thinking of the death of your son.”

No one truly forgets injuries in the presence of himwho caused

the injury.

The Wl f in Sheep's d othing



ONCE UPON A TIME a WIf resolved to disguise his appearance in
order to secure food nore easily. Encased in the skin of a
sheep, he pastured with the flock deceiving the shepherd by his
costunme. In the evening he was shut up by the shepherd in the
fold; the gate was cl osed, and the entrance nmade thoroughly
secure. But the shepherd, returning to the fold during the night
to obtain nmeat for the next day, m stakenly caught up the Wl f

i nstead of a sheep, and killed himinstantly.

Harm seek. harm find.

The Ass and the Mil e

A MULETEER set forth on a journey, driving before himan Ass and
a Mule, both well laden. The Ass, as long as he travel ed al ong
the plain, carried his load with ease, but when he began to
ascend the steep path of the nmountain, felt his |load to be nore
than he could bear. He entreated his conpanion to relieve hi mof
a small portion, that he night carry honme the rest; but the Mile
paid no attention to the request. The Ass shortly afterwards
fell down dead under his burden. Not knowi ng what else to do in
so wild a region, the Mil eteer placed upon the Miul e the | oad
carried by the Ass in addition to his own, and at the top of al

pl aced the hide of the Ass, after he had skinned him The Ml e,

groani ng beneath his heavy burden, said to hinmself: "I amtreated
according to ny deserts. If | had only been willing to assist
the Ass a little in his need, | should not now be bearing,

together with his burden, hinself as well."

The Frogs Asking for a King



THE FROGS, grieved at having no established Ruler, sent
anbassadors to Jupiter entreating for a King. Perceiving their
simplicity, he cast down a huge log into the |ake. The Frogs
were terrified at the splash occasioned by its fall and hid
thenselves in the depths of the pool. But as soon as they
realized that the huge | og was notionl ess, they swamagain to the
top of the water, dism ssed their fears, clinbed up, and began
squatting on it in contenpt. After sone tine they began to think
thenselves ill-treated in the appointnent of so inert a Ruler

and sent a second deputation to Jupiter to pray that he would set
over them another sovereign. He then gave them an Eel to govern
them Wien the Frogs discovered his easy good nature, they sent
yet a third time to Jupiter to beg himto choose for them stil
anot her King. Jupiter, displeased with all their conpl aints,

sent a Heron, who preyed upon the Frogs day by day till there

were none left to croak upon the | ake.

The Boys and the Frogs

SOVE BOYS, playing near a pond, saw a nunber of Frogs in the

wat er and began to pelt themw th stones. They killed several of

them when one of the Frogs, lifting his head out of the water,
cried out: "Pray stop, ny boys: what is sport to you, is death to
us."

The Sick Stag

A SICK STAG lay down in a quiet corner of its pasture-ground.
H s compani ons canme in great nunbers to inquire after his health,
and each one hel ped hinself to a share of the food which had been

pl aced for his use; so that he died, not fromhis sickness, but



fromthe failure of the neans of |iving.

Evil conpanions bring nore hurt than profit.

The Salt Merchant and H s Ass

A PEDDLER drove his Ass to the seashore to buy salt. H s road
hone | ay across a streaminto which his Ass, naking a fal se step
fell by accident and rose up again with his |oad considerably
lighter, as the water nelted the sack. The Peddl er retraced his
steps and refilled his panniers with a larger quantity of salt
than before. Wen he cane again to the stream the Ass fell down
on purpose in the same spot, and, regaining his feet with the
wei ght of his | oad nuch di m nished, brayed triunphantly as if he
had obtai ned what he desired. The Peddl er saw through his trick
and drove himfor the third tine to the coast, where he bought a
cargo of sponges instead of salt. The Ass, again playing the
fool, fell down on purpose when he reached the stream but the
sponges becane swollen with water, greatly increasing his |oad.
And thus his trick recoiled on him for he now carried on his

back a doubl e burden

The Oxen and the Butchers

THE OXEN once upon a tinme sought to destroy the Butchers, who
practiced a trade destructive to their race. They assenbled on a
certain day to carry out their purpose, and sharpened their horns
for the contest. But one of them who was exceedingly old (for
many a field had he plowed) thus spoke: "These Butchers, it is
true, slaughter us, but they do so with skillful hands, and with
no unnecessary pain. |If we get rid of them we shall fall into

the hands of unskillful operators, and thus suffer a double



death: for you may be assured, that though all the Butchers

shoul d perish, yet will nmen never want beef."

Do not be in a hurry to change one evil for another.

The Lion, the Muse, and the Fox

A LION, fatigued by the heat of a sumer's day, fell fast asleep
in his den. A Muse ran over his mane and ears and woke him from
his slunbers. He rose up and shook hinself in great wath, and
searched every corner of his den to find the Mouse. A Fox seeing
himsaid: "A fine Lion you are, to be frightened of a Muse."

""Tis not the Mouse | fear," said the Lion; "I resent his

famliarity and ill-breeding."

Little liberties are great offenses.

The Vai n Jackdaw

JUPI TER DETERM NED, it is said, to create a sovereign over the
birds, and nmade procl amation that on a certain day they should
all present thenmselves before him when he would hinsel f choose
the nost beautiful anong themto be king. The Jackdaw, know ng
his own ugliness, searched through the woods and fields, and
coll ected the feathers which had fallen fromthe wings of his
conpani ons, and stuck themin all parts of his body, hoping
thereby to nake hinmself the nost beautiful of all. When the
appoi nted day arrived, and the birds had assenbl ed before
Jupiter, the Jackdaw al so nade his appearance in his nany
feathered finery. But when Jupiter proposed to make hi m ki ng

because of the beauty of his plumage, the birds indignantly



protested, and each plucked fromhimhis own feathers, |eaving

t he Jackdaw not hing but a Jackdaw.

The Goatherd and the WIld Goats

A GOATHERD, driving his flock fromtheir pasture at eventide,
found sone WIld Goats mingled anong them and shut them up
together with his own for the night. The next day it snowed very
hard, so that he could not take the herd to their usual feeding
pl aces, but was obliged to keep themin the fold. He gave his
own goats just sufficient food to keep themalive, but fed the
strangers nore abundantly in the hope of enticing themto stay
with himand of making themhis own. Wen the thaw set in, he
led themall out to feed, and the Wl d Goats scanpered away as
fast as they could to the nountains. The Goatherd scol ded them
for their ingratitude in [eaving him when during the storm he
had taken nore care of themthan of his own herd. One of them
turning about, said to him "That is the very reason why we are
so cautious; for if you yesterday treated us better than the
CGoats you have had so long, it is plain also that if others cane

after us, you would in the same nanner prefer themto ourselves."

ad friends cannot with inpunity be sacrificed for new ones.

The M schi evous Dog

A DOG used to run up quietly to the heels of everyone he nmet, and
to bite themw thout notice. H's master suspended a bell about
his neck so that the Dog mi ght give notice of his presence
wherever he went. Thinking it a mark of distinction, the Dog

grew proud of his bell and went tinkling it all over the



mar ket pl ace. One day an old hound said to him Wy do you make
such an exhi bition of yourself? That bell that you carry is not,
believe nme, any order of nerit, but on the contrary a nmark of

di sgrace, a public notice to all nen to avoid you as an il

manner ed dog. "

Notoriety is often m staken for fane.

The Fox Who Had Lost Hi s Tail

A FOX caught in a trap escaped, but in so doing lost his tail
Thereafter, feeling his |life a burden fromthe shane and ridicul e
to which he was exposed, he schened to convince all the other
Foxes that being tailless was nmuch nore attractive, thus nmaking
up for his own deprivation. He assenbled a good nany Foxes and
publicly advised themto cut off their tails, saying that they
woul d not only | ook rmuch better without them but that they would
get rid of the weight of the brush, which was a very great

i nconveni ence. One of theminterrupting himsaid, "If you had
not yourself lost your tail, nmy friend, you would not thus

counsel us."

The Boy and the Nettles

A BOY was stung by a Nettle. He ran honme and told his Mther
saying, "Although it hurts ne very nuch, | only touched it
gently." "That was just why it stung you," said his Mdther. "The
next tine you touch a Nettle, grasp it boldly, and it will be

soft as silk to your hand, and not in the |least hurt you."

What ever you do, do with all your m ght.



The Man and H s Two Sweet hearts

A M DDLE- AGED MAN, whose hair had begun to turn gray, courted two
wonen at the sanme time. One of themwas young, and the other

wel | advanced in years. The el der wonan, ashaned to be courted
by a man younger than herself, nmade a point, whenever her admirer
visited her, to pull out sone portion of his black hairs. The
younger, on the contrary, not w shing to becone the wife of an
old man, was equally zealous in renoving every gray hair she
could find. Thus it came to pass that between them both he very

soon found that he had not a hair left on his head.

Those who seek to please everybody pl ease nobody.

The Astrononer

AN ASTRONOMVER used to go out at night to observe the stars. One
eveni ng, as he wandered through the suburbs with his whol e
attention fixed on the sky, he fell accidentally into a deep

well. Wiile he |lamented and bewail ed his sores and bruises, and
cried loudly for help, a neighbor ran to the well, and | earning
what had happened said: "Hark ye, old fellow, why, in striving to
pry into what is in heaven, do you not manage to see what is on

earth?

The Wl ves and the Sheep

"WHY SHOULD t here al ways be this fear and sl aughter between us?”
said the Wl ves to the Sheep. "Those evil-di sposed Dogs have

much to answer for. They always bark whenever we approach you



and attack us before we have done any harm [|If you would only

di snmiss themfromyour heels, there night soon be treaties of
peace and reconciliation between us." The Sheep, poor silly
creatures, were easily beguiled and di snissed the Dogs, whereupon

the Wbl ves destroyed the unguarded flock at their own pl easure.

The A d Wman and the Physician

AN OLD WOMAN having | ost the use of her eyes, called in a
Physician to heal them and nade this bargain with himin the
presence of witnesses: that if he should cure her blindness, he
shoul d receive fromher a sum of noney; but if her infirmty
remai ned, she should give himnothing. This agreenent being
made, the Physician, tinme after time, applied his salve to her
eyes, and on every visit took sonething away, stealing all her
property little by little. And when he had got all she had, he
heal ed her and demanded the promni sed paynent. The O d Wnman,
when she recovered her sight and saw none of her goods in her
house, would give himnothing. The Physician insisted on his
claim and. as she still refused, sumoned her before the Judge.
The A d Wman, standing up in the Court, argued: "This man here
speaks the truth in what he says; for | did promise to give hima

sum of nmoney if | should recover ny sight: but if | continued

blind, | was to give himnothing. Now he declares that | am
healed. | on the contrary affirmthat I amstill blind; for when
I lost the use of ny eyes, | saw in ny house various chattels and

val uabl e goods: but now, though he swears | amcured of ny

blindness, | amnot able to see a single thing init."

The Fighting Cocks and the Eagle

TWO GAVE COCKS were fiercely fighting for the mastery of the



farnyard. One at last put the other to flight. The vanqui shed
Cock skul ked away and hid hinself in a quiet corner, while the
conqueror, flying up to a high wall, flapped his w ngs and crowed
exultingly with all his might. An Eagle sailing through the air
pounced upon himand carried himoff in his talons. The

vanqui shed Cock imredi ately came out of his corner, and rul ed

henceforth with undi sputed nastery.

Pride goes before destruction.

The Charger and the Ml er

A CHARGER, feeling the infirnmties of age, was sent to work in a
mll instead of going out to battle. But when he was conpell ed
to grind instead of serving in the wars, he bewail ed his change
of fortune and called to nmind his forner state, saying, "Ah!
MIller, | had indeed to go canpai gning before, but | was barbed
fromcounter to tail, and a man went along to groom ne; and now I
cannot understand what ailed ne to prefer the nill before the

battle." "Forbear," said the MIller to him "harping on what was
of yore, for it is the common lot of nortals to sustain the ups

and downs of fortune."

The Fox and the Mnkey

A MONKEY once danced in an assenbly of the Beasts, and so pl eased
themall by his performance that they elected himtheir King. A
Fox, envying himthe honor, discovered a piece of nmeat lying in a
trap, and | eading the Monkey to the place where it was, said that
she had found a store, but had not used it, she had kept it for him

as treasure trove of his kingdom and counseled himto lay hold



of it. The Monkey approached carel essly and was caught in the
trap; and on his accusing the Fox of purposely leading himinto
the snare, she replied, "O Mnkey, and are you, with such a m nd

as yours, going to be King over the Beasts?"

The Horse and Hi s Rider

A HORSE SOLDI ER took the utnpbst pains with his charger. As |ong
as the war |asted, he | ooked upon himas his fellow hel per in all
emergencies and fed himcarefully with hay and corn. But when
the war was over, he only allowed himchaff to eat and nade him
carry heavy | oads of wood, subjecting himto nuch sl avish
drudgery and ill-treatnent. \WAr was again proclai med, however,
and when the trunpet summoned himto his standard, the Sol dier
put on his charger its nmilitary trappings, and nounted, being
clad in his heavy coat of mail. The Horse fell down strai ghtway
under the weight, no | onger equal to the burden, and said to his
master, "You must now go to the war on foot, for you have
transforned me froma Horse into an Ass; and how can you expect

that | can again turn in a nmonent froman Ass to a Horse?

The Belly and the Menbers

THE MEMBERS of the Body rebell ed against the Belly, and said,
"Why shoul d we be perpetually engaged in adm nistering to your
wants, while you do nothing but take your rest, and enjoy
yourself in luxury and sel f-indul gence?” The Menbers carried out
their resolve and refused their assistance to the Belly. The
whol e Body qui ckly becane debilitated, and the hands, feet,

mout h, and eyes, when too late, repented of their folly.



The Vine and the Goat

A VINE was luxuriant in the time of vintage with | eaves and
grapes. A Coat, passing by, nibbled its young tendrils and its

| eaves. The Vine addressed himand said: "Wy do you thus injure
me without a cause, and crop my leaves? |Is there no young grass
left? But | shall not have to wait long for ny just revenge; for
if you now should crop ny | eaves, and cut nme down to ny root, |
shal |l provide the wine to pour over you when you are led as a

victimto the sacrifice."

Jupiter and the Monkey

JUPI TER | SSUED a proclamation to all the beasts of the forest and
prom sed a royal reward to the one whose offspring should be
deened t he handsonest. The Monkey canme with the rest and
presented, with all a nother's tenderness, a flat-nosed,

hairless, ill-featured young Monkey as a candidate for the

promi sed reward. A general |augh saluted her on the presentation
of her son. She resolutely said, "I know not whether Jupiter

will allot the prize to ny son, but this | do know, that he is at
| east in the eyes of me his nother, the dearest, handsonest, and

nost beautiful of all."

The Wdow and Her Little Maidens

A W DOWwho was fond of cleaning had two little nmaidens to wait
on her. She was in the habit of waking themearly in the
nmor ni ng, at cockcrow. The nmai dens, aggravated by such excessive
| abor, resolved to kill the cock who roused their mistress so

early. \Wen they had done this, they found that they had only



prepared for thenselves greater troubles, for their nistress, no
| onger hearing the hour fromthe cock, woke themup to their work

in the mddle of the night.

The Shepherd's Boy and the Wl f

A SHEPHERD- BOY, who wat ched a fl ock of sheep near a vill age,
brought out the villagers three or four times by crying out,

"Wl f! Wl f!" and when his neighbors cane to help him |aughed at
them for their pains. The Wl f, however, did truly cone at |ast.
The Shepherd-boy, now really al armed, shouted in an agony of
terror: "Pray, do cone and help ne; the Wlf is killing the
sheep"; but no one paid any heed to his cries, nor rendered any
assi stance. The Wl f, having no cause of fear, at his |leisure

| acerated or destroyed the whol e fl ock.

There is no believing a liar, even when he speaks the truth.

The Cat and the Birds

A CAT, hearing that the Birds in a certain aviary were ailing
dressed hinself up as a physician, and, taking his cane and a bag
of instrunents becom ng his profession, went to call on them He
knocked at the door and inquired of the inmates how they all did,
saying that if they were ill, he would be happy to prescribe for
them and cure them They replied, "W are all very well, and
shall continue so, if you will only be good enough to go away,

and | eave us as we are."

The Kid and the Wl f



A KID standing on the roof of a house, out of harms way, saw a
Wl f passing by and i mmedi ately began to taunt and revile him
The Wolf, |ooking up, said, "Sirrah! | hear thee: yet it is not

t hou who nockest nme, but the roof on which thou art standing."

Time and place often give the advantage to the weak over the

strong.

The Ox and the Frog

AN OX drinking at a pool trod on a brood of young frogs and
crushed one of themto death. The Mdther coning up, and mi ssing
one of her sons, inquired of his brothers what had becone of him
"He is dead, dear Mother; for just now a very huge beast with
four great feet came to the pool and crushed himto death with
his cloven heel." The Frog, puffing herself out, inquired, "if
the beast was as big as that in size." "Cease, Mdther, to puff
yoursel f out," said her son, "and do not be angry; for you woul d,
| assure you, sooner burst than successfully imtate the hugeness

of that nonster.”

The Shepherd and the Wl f

A SHEPHERD once found the whelp of a Wl f and brought it up, and
after a while taught it to steal |anbs fromthe nei ghboring
flocks. The Wl f, having shown hinself an apt pupil, said to the
Shepherd, "Since you have taught ne to steal, you nust keep a

sharp | ookout, or you will |ose sone of your own flock."

The Father and H s Two Daughters



A MAN had two daughters, the one nmarried to a gardener, and the
other to a tile-maker. After a tine he went to the daughter who
had married the gardener, and inquired how she was and how all
things went with her. She said, "All things are prospering with
me, and | have only one wish, that there may be a heavy fall of
rain, in order that the plants may be well watered.” Not |ong
after, he went to the daughter who had narried the til enmaker, and
i kewi se inquired of her how she fared; she replied, "I want for
not hi ng, and have only one w sh, that the dry weather may
continue, and the sun shine hot and bright, so that the bricks

m ght be dried." He said to her, "If your sister w shes for rain,
and you for dry weather, with which of the two aml| to join ny

w shes?'

The Farmer and H's Sons

A FATHER, being on the point of death, wi shed to be sure that his
sons woul d give the sane attention to his farmas he hinself had
given it. He called themto his bedside and said, "My sons,
there is a great treasure hid in one of ny vineyards." The sons,
after his death, took their spades and nmattocks and careful |y dug
over every portion of their land. They found no treasure, but
the vines repaid their |abor by an extraordinary and

super abundant crop.

The Crab and |Its Mot her

A CRAB said to her son, "Wiy do you wal k so one-sided, ny child?

It is far nore becomng to go straight forward." The young Crab
replied: "Quite true, dear Mdther; and if you will show ne the
straight way, | will promise towalk init.” The Mther tried in

vain, and submitted w thout renonstrance to the reproof of her



child.

Exanpl e is nore powerful than precept.

The Heifer and the Ox

A HEI FER saw an Ox hard at work harnessed to a pl ow, and
tormented himwith reflections on his unhappy fate in being
compelled to labor. Shortly afterwards, at the harvest festival
the owner rel eased the Ox fromhis yoke, but bound the Heifer
with cords and led himaway to the altar to be slain in honor of
the occasion. The Ox saw what was being done, and said with a
smle to the Heifer: "For this you were allowed to live in

i dl eness, because you were presently to be sacrificed."

The Swal | ow, the Serpent, and the Court of Justice

A SWALLOW returning fromabroad and especially fond of dwelling
with nen, built herself a nest in the wall of a Court of Justice
and t here hatched seven young birds. A Serpent gliding past the
nest fromits hole in the wall ate up the young unfl edged
nestlings. The Swallow, finding her nest enpty, |anmented greatly
and exclaimed: "We to ne a stranger! that in this place where

all others' rights are protected, | alone should suffer wong."

The Thi ef and Hi s Mt her

A BOY stole a | esson-book fromone of his school fell ows and took
it home to his Mother. She not only abstained from beating him
but encouraged him He next tine stole a cloak and brought it to

her, and she again commended him The Youth, advanced to



adul t hood, proceeded to steal things of still greater value. At

| ast he was caught in the very act, and having his hands bound
behind him was |led away to the place of public execution. His
Mot her followed in the cromd and violently beat her breast in
sorrow, whereupon the young man said, "I wish to say sonething to
my Mother in her ear." She cane close to him and he quickly
seized her ear with his teeth and bit it off. The Mdther

upbrai ded himas an unnatural child, whereon he replied, "Ah! if
you had beaten ne when | first stole and brought to you that

| esson-book, | should not have conme to this, nor have been thus

led to a disgraceful death.”

The A d Man and Death

AN OLD MAN was enployed in cutting wood in the forest, and, in
carrying the faggots to the city for sale one day, becane very
wearied with his long journey. He sat down by the wayside, and
throwi ng down his | oad, besought "Death" to come. "Death"

i medi atel y appeared in answer to his sumons and asked for what
reason he had called him The A d Man hurriedly replied, "That,

lifting up the load, you may place it again upon ny shoul ders."

The Fir-Tree and the Branbl e

A FI R TREE said boastingly to the Branble, "You are useful for
nothing at all; while | am everywhere used for roofs and houses."
The Branbl e answered: ' You poor creature, if you would only cal
to mind the axes and saws which are about to hew you down, you
woul d have reason to wi sh that you had grown up a Branble, not a

Fir-Tree.™



Better poverty without care, than riches wth.

The Mouse, the Frog, and the Hawk

A MOUSE who al ways lived on the |and, by an unlucky chance forned
an intimate acquaintance with a Frog, who lived for the nost part
in the water. The Frog, one day intent on mischief, bound the
foot of the Mouse tightly to his own. Thus joined together, the
Frog first of all led his friend the Mouse to the nmeadow where
they were accustoned to find their food. After this, he
gradually led himtowards the pool in which he lived, until
reaching the very brink, he suddenly junped in, dragging the
Mouse with him The Frog enjoyed the water amazingly, and swam
croaki ng about, as if he had done a good deed. The unhappy Muse
was soon suffocated by the water, and his dead body fl oated about
on the surface, tied to the foot of the Frog. A Hawk observed
it, and, pouncing upon it with his talons, carried it aloft. The
Frog, being still fastened to the I eg of the Muse, was al so

carried off a prisoner, and was eaten by the Hawk.

Har m hat ch, harm cat ch.

The Man Bitten by a Dog

A MAN who had been bitten by a Dog went about in quest of soneone
who might heal him A friend, nmeeting himand | earning what he
wanted, said, "If you would be cured, take a piece of bread, and
dipit in the blood fromyour wound, and go and give it to the
Dog that bit you." The Man who had been bitten laughed at this
advi ce and said, "Wiy? If | should do so, it would be as if I

shoul d beg every Dog in the town to bite nme."



Benefits bestowed upon the evil-di sposed increase their nmeans of

i njuring you.

The Two Pots

A RIVER carried down in its streamtwo Pots, one nade of
earthenware and the other of brass. The Earthen Pot said to the
Brass Pot, "Pray keep at a distance and do not cone near ne, for
if you touch nme ever so slightly, | shall be broken in pieces,

and besides, | by no nmeans wi sh to cone near you."

Equal s make the best friends.

The Wbl f and the Sheep

A WOLF, sorely wounded and bitten by dogs, lay sick and mained in
his lair. Being in want of food, he called to a Sheep who was
passing, and asked himto fetch some water froma stream fl ow ng

cl ose beside him "For," he said, "if you will bring ne drink,

will find nmeans to provide nyself with neat." "Yes," said the
Sheep, "if | should bring you the draught, you woul d doubtl ess

make nme provide the neat also.”

Hypocritical speeches are easily seen through

The Aet hi op

THE PURCHASER of a bl ack servant was persuaded that the col or of
his skin arose fromdirt contracted through the neglect of his
former masters. On bringing himhonme he resorted to every means

of cleaning, and subjected the man to incessant scrubbings. The



servant caught a severe cold, but he never changed his col or or

conpl exi on.

What's bred in the bone will stick to the flesh

The Fi sherman and Hi s Nets

A FlI SHERVAN, engaged in his calling, nade a very successful cast
and captured a great haul of fish. He managed by a skillful
handling of his net to retain all the large fish and to draw them
to the shore; but he could not prevent the smaller fish from

falling back through the meshes of the net into the sea.

The Huntsman and t he Fi sher man

A HUNTSMAN, returning with his dogs fromthe field, fell in by
chance with a Fi sherman who was bringing hone a basket well |aden
with fish. The Huntsman wi shed to have the fish, and their owner
experienced an equal longing for the contents of the game-bag.
They quickly agreed to exchange the produce of their day's sport.
Each was so well pleased with his bargain that they nade for sone
time the sane exchange day after day. Finally a neighbor said to
them "If you go on in this way, you will soon destroy by
frequent use the pleasure of your exchange, and each will again

wish to retain the fruits of his own sport."”

Abstai n and enj oy.

The A d Wman and the W ne-Jar

AN OLD WOMAN found an enpty jar which had lately been full of



prine old wine and which still retained the fragrant snell of its
fornmer contents. She greedily placed it several times to her
nose, and drawing it backwards and forwards said, "O nost
del i ci ous! How nice nust the Wne itself have been, when it

| eaves behind in the very vessel which contained it so sweet a

perfune!"

The menory of a good deed lives.

The Fox and the Crow

A CROW having stolen a bit of meat, perched in a tree and held it
in her beak. A Fox, seeing this, |onged to possess the neat
hinsel f, and by a wily stratagem succeeded. "How handsonme is the

Crow, " he exclaimed, in the beauty of her shape and in the
fairness of her conplexion! Oh, if her voice were only equal to
her beauty, she woul d deservedly be considered the Queen of
Birds!™ This he said deceitfully; but the Crow, anxious to refute
the reflection cast upon her voice, set up a |oud caw and dropped
the flesh. The Fox quickly picked it up, and thus addressed the

Crow. "My good Crow, your voice is right enough, but your wit is

wanti ng."

The Two Dogs

A MAN had two dogs: a Hound, trained to assist himin his sports,
and a Housedog, taught to watch the house. Wen he returned hone
after a good day's sport, he always gave the Housedog a | arge
share of his spoil. The Hound, feeling nuch aggrieved at this,
reproached his conpani on, saying, "It is very hard to have al

this labor, while you, who do not assist in the chase, luxuriate



on the fruits of ny exertions." The Housedog replied, "Do not
blame me, ny friend, but find fault with the master, who has not
taught nme to | abor, but to depend for subsistence on the |abor of

others. "

Children are not to be blamed for the faults of their parents.

The Stag in the Ox-Stal

A STAG roundly chased by the hounds and blinded by fear to the
danger he was running into, took shelter in a farnmyard and hid
hinself in a shed anong the oxen. An Ox gave himthis kindly
war ni ng: " O unhappy creature! why should you thus, of your own
accord, incur destruction and trust yourself in the house of your
eneny?' The Stag replied: "Only allow ne, friend, to stay where
am and | will undertake to find sone favorable opportunity of
effecting nmy escape." At the approach of the evening the herdsnan
came to feed his cattle, but did not see the Stag; and even the
farmbailiff with several |aborers passed through the shed and
failed to notice him The Stag, congratulating hinself on his
safety, began to express his sincere thanks to the Oxen who had
kindly hel ped himin the hour of need. One of them again
answered him "W indeed wish you well, but the danger is not
over. There is one other yet to pass through the shed, who has
as it were a hundred eyes, and until he has come and gone, your
life is still in peril." At that nonent the nmaster hinself
entered, and having had to conplain that his oxen had not been
properly fed, he went up to their racks and cried out: "Wy is
there such a scarcity of fodder? There is not half enough straw
for themto lie on. Those lazy fellows have not even swept the
cobwebs away." \While he thus exani ned everything in turn, he
spied the tips of the antlers of the Stag peeping out of the

straw. Then summoning his | aborers, he ordered that the Stag



shoul d be seized and kil | ed.

The Hawk, the Kite, and the Pigeons

THE PI GEONS, terrified by the appearance of a Kite, called upon
the Hawk to defend them He at once consented. When they had
admitted himinto the cote, they found that he nmade nore havoc
and slew a | arger nunber of themin one day than the Kite could

pounce upon in a whol e year

Avoid a renmedy that is worse than the di sease

The Wdow and t he Sheep

A CERTAI N poor w dow had one solitary Sheep. At shearing tine,

wi shing to take his fleece and to avoid expense, she sheared him
hersel f, but used the shears so unskillfully that with the fleece
she sheared the flesh. The Sheep, withing with pain, said, "Wy
do you hurt nme so, Mstress? Wiat wei ght can ny bl ood add to the
wool ? If you want ny flesh, there is the butcher, who will kil

me in an instant; but if you want ny fleece and wool, there is

the shearer, who will shear and not hurt ne."

The | east outlay is not always the greatest gain.

The WIld Ass and the Lion

A WLD ASS and a Lion entered into an alliance so that they m ght
capture the beasts of the forest with greater ease. The Lion
agreed to assist the WIld Ass with his strength, while the Wld

Ass gave the Lion the benefit of his greater speed. Wen they



had taken as many beasts as their necessities required, the Lion
undertook to distribute the prey, and for this purpose divided it

into three shares. "I will take the first share," he said,
"because | am King: and the second share, as a partner with you
in the chase: and the third share (believe ne) will be a source
of great evil to you, unless you willingly resignit to ne, and

set off as fast as you can.”

M ght rnakes right.

The Eagle and the Arrow

AN EAGLE sat on a lofty rock, watching the novenents of a Hare
whom he sought to make his prey. An archer, who saw the Eagle
froma place of conceal nent, took an accurate ai mand wounded him
nortally. The Eagle gave one |look at the arrow that had entered
his heart and saw in that single glance that its feathers had
been furnished by hinself. "It is a double grief to nme," he
exclainmed, "that | should perish by an arrow feathered fromny

own w ngs."

The Sick Kite

A KITE, sick unto death, said to his nother: "O Mther! do not
mourn, but at once invoke the gods that ny life may be

prol onged." She replied, "A as! ny son, which of the gods do you
think will pity you? Is there one whom you have not outraged by
filching fromtheir very altars a part of the sacrifice offered

up to then

We nust nmake friends in prosperity if we would have their help in



adversity.

The Lion and the Dol phin

A LION roami ng by the seashore saw a Dol phin lift up its head out
of the waves, and suggested that they contract an alliance,
saying that of all the aninmals they ought to be the best friends,
since the one was the king of beasts on the earth, and the other
was the sovereign ruler of all the inhabitants of the ocean. The
Dol phin gladly consented to this request. Not |ong afterwards
the Lion had a conmbat with a wild bull, and called on the Dol phin
to help him The Dol phin, though quite willing to give him

assi stance, was unable to do so, as he could not by any neans
reach the land. The Lion abused himas a traitor. The Dol phin
replied, "Nay, ny friend, blanme not ne, but Nature, which, while
giving me the sovereignty of the sea, has quite denied ne the

power of living upon the |and.”

The Lion and the Boar

ON A SUMVER DAY, when the great heat induced a general thirst
anong the beasts, a Lion and a Boar cane at the sanme nonent to a
small well to drink. They fiercely disputed which of them should
drink first, and were soon engaged in the agonies of a nortal
conmbat. \Wen they stopped suddenly to catch their breath for a
fiercer renewal of the fight, they saw sone Vultures waiting in
the distance to feast on the one that should fall first. They at
once made up their quarrel, saying, "It is better for us to nmake

friends, than to becone the food of Crows or Vultures."

The One- Eyed Doe



A DCE blind in one eye was accustoned to graze as near to the
edge of the cliff as she possibly could, in the hope of securing
her greater safety. She turned her sound eye towards the |and
that she mght get the earliest tidings of the approach of hunter
or hound, and her injured eye towards the sea, from whence she
entertai ned no anticipation of danger. Sonme boatmen sailing by
saw her, and taking a successful aim nortally wounded her

Yi el ding up her last breath, she gasped forth this lament: "O
wretched creature that | aml to take such precaution against the
land, and after all to find this seashore, to which | had come

for safety, so nmuch nore perilous."

The Shepherd and the Sea

A SHEPHERD, keeping watch over his sheep near the shore, saw the
Sea very calmand snooth, and longed to make a voyage with a view
to coomerce. He sold all his flock, invested it in a cargo of
dates, and set sail. But a very great tenpest cane on, and the
ship being in danger of sinking, he threw all his nerchandise
overboard, and barely escaped with his life in the enpty ship.

Not |ong afterwards when soneone passed by and observed the
unruffled cal mof the Sea, he interrupted himand said, "It is

again in want of dates, and therefore | ooks quiet.”

The Ass, the Cock, and the Lion

AN ASS and a Cock were in a strawyard together when a Lion,
desperate from hunger, approached the spot. He was about to
spring upon the Ass, when the Cock (to the sound of whose voice

the Lion, it is said, has a singular aversion) crowed |oudly, and



the Lion fled away as fast as he could. The Ass, observing his
trepidation at the nere crowing of a Cock sumopned courage to
attack him and galloped after himfor that purpose. He had run
no |l ong di stance, when the Lion, turning about, seized himand

tore himto pieces.

Fal se confidence often | eads into danger

The M ce and the Wasel s

THE WEASELS and the M ce waged a perpetual war with each other

i n which much bl ood was shed. The Wasels were al ways the
victors. The Mce thought that the cause of their frequent
defeats was that they had no | eaders set apart fromthe genera
army to command them and that they were exposed to dangers from
| ack of discipline. They therefore chose as |eaders M ce that
were nost renowned for their famly descent, strength, and
counsel, as well as those nost noted for their courage in the
fight, so that they m ght be better marshaled in battle array and
fornmed into troops, reginents, and battalions. Wen all this was
done, and the arny disciplined, and the herald Muse had duly
procl ai med war by chal |l engi ng the Weasels, the newly chosen
general s bound their heads with straws, that they m ght be nore
conspicuous to all their troops. Scarcely had the battle begun
when a great rout overwhel ned the Mce, who scanpered off as fast
as they could to their holes. The generals, not being able to
get in on account of the ornaments on their heads, were all

captured and eaten by the Wasels.

The nmore honor the nore danger.

The M ce in Counci



THE M CE sunmoned a council to decide how they m ght best devise
means of warning thensel ves of the approach of their great eneny
the Cat. Anong the many pl ans suggested, the one that found nost
favor was the proposal to tie a bell to the neck of the Cat, so
that the Mce, being warned by the sound of the tinkling, mnight
run away and hide thenmselves in their holes at his approach. But
when the M ce further debated who anong them shoul d thus "bel

the Cat," there was no one found to do it.

The Wbl f and t he Housedog

A WOLF, neeting a big well-fed Mastiff with a wooden col |l ar about
his neck asked himwho it was that fed himso well and yet
compelled himto drag that heavy | og about wherever he went.

"The nmaster," he replied. Then said the Wlf: "My no friend of
nmine ever be in such a plight; for the weight of this chainis

enough to spoil the appetite.”

The Rivers and the Sea

THE RIVERS joined together to conplain to the Sea, saying, "Wy
is it that when we flow into your tides so potable and sweet, you
work in us such a change, and nake us salty and unfit to drink?"
The Sea, perceiving that they intended to throw the blane on him
said, "Pray cease to flowinto me, and then you will not be nade

briny."

The Pl ayful Ass

AN ASS clinbed up to the roof of a building, and frisking about



there, broke in the tiling. The owner went up after him and

qui ckly drove hi m down, beating himseverely with a thick wooden
cudgel. The Ass said, "Wy, | saw the Monkey do this very thing
yesterday, and you all laughed heartily, as if it afforded you

very great anmusenent."

The Three Tradesnen

A CGREAT CITY was besieged, and its inhabitants were call ed
together to consider the best means of protecting it fromthe
eneny. A Bricklayer earnestly recomended bricks as affording

the best material for an effective resistance. A Carpenter, with
equal enthusiasm proposed tinber as a preferable nmethod of
defense. Upon which a Currier stood up and said, "Sirs, | differ
fromyou altogether: there is no material for resistance equal to

a covering of hides; and nothing so good as |eather."

Every man for hinself.

The Master and H s Dogs

A CERTAIN MAN, detained by a stormin his country house, first of
all killed his sheep, and then his goats, for the maintenance of

hi s household. The stormstill continuing, he was obliged to

sl aughter his yoke oxen for food. On seeing this, his Dogs took
counsel together, and said, "It is time for us to be off, for if

the master spare not his oxen, who work for his gain, how can we

expect himto spare us?

He is not to be trusted as a friend who nmistreats his own fanmily.



The Wbl f and the Shepherds

A WOLF, passing by, saw sone Shepherds in a hut eating a haunch
of mutton for their dinner. Approaching them he said, "Wat a

clamor you would raise if | were to do as you are doing!"

The Dol phins, the Whal es, and the Sprat

THE DOLPHI NS and Whal es waged a fierce war with each other. Wen
the battle was at its height, a Sprat lifted its head out of the
waves and said that he would reconcile their differences if they
woul d accept himas an unpire. One of the Dol phins replied, "W
woul d far rather be destroyed in our battle with each other than

admit any interference fromyou in our affairs.”

The Ass Carrying the | mage

AN ASS once carried through the streets of a city a fanous wooden
I mage, to be placed in one of its Tenples. As he passed al ong,
the cromd made lowy prostration before the Inage. The Ass,
thinking that they bowed their heads in token of respect for
himsel f, bristled up with pride, gave hinmself airs, and refused
to nove another step. The driver, seeing himthus stop, laid his
whip lustily about his shoulders and said, "O you perverse
dull-head! it is not yet cone to this, that men pay worship to an

Ass. "

They are not wi se who give to thenselves the credit due to

ot hers.

The Two Travel ers and the Axe



TWDO MEN were journeying together. One of them picked up an axe

that lay upon the path, and said, "I have found an axe." "Nay, ny
friend," replied the other, "do not say 'I,' but 'W' have found
an axe." They had not gone far before they saw the owner of the

axe pursuing them and he who had picked up the axe said, "W are
undone.” "Nay," replied the other, "keep to your first node of
speech, ny friend; what you thought right then, think right now

Say 'l,' not 'W' are undone."

He who shares the danger ought to share the prize.

The A d Lion

A LION, worn out with years and powerless from di sease, |ay on
the ground at the point of death. A Boar rushed upon him and
avenged with a stroke of his tusks a | ong-renmenbered injury.
Shortly afterwards the Bull with his horns gored himas if he
were an enemnry. \Wen the Ass saw that the huge beast could be
assailed with inmpunity, he let drive at his forehead with his
heels. The expiring Lion said, "I have reluctantly brooked the
insults of the brave, but to be compelled to endure such
treatment fromthee, a disgrace to Nature, is indeed to die a

doubl e death. "

The A d Hound

A HOUND, who in the days of his youth and strength had never
yi el ded to any beast of the forest, encountered in his old age a
boar in the chase. He seized himboldly by the ear, but could

not retain his hold because of the decay of his teeth, so that



the boar escaped. His master, quickly comng up, was very nuch

di sappoi nted, and fiercely abused the dog. The Hound | ooked up
and said, "It was not ny fault. master: ny spirit was as good as
ever, but | could not help ny infirmties. | rather deserve to

be praised for what | have been, than to be blamed for what |

am

The Bee and Jupiter

A BEE from Mount Hynettus, the queen of the hive, ascended to

A ynmpus to present Jupiter some honey fresh from her conbs
Jupiter, delighted with the offering of honey, pronmised to give
what ever she shoul d ask. She therefore besought him saying,
"Gve ne, | pray thee, a sting, that if any nortal shall approach
to take ny honey, | may kill him" Jupiter was nuch displ eased,
for he loved the race of man, but could not refuse the request
because of his promise. He thus answered the Bee: "You shal
have your request, but it will be at the peril of your own life.
For if you use your sting, it shall remain in the wound you nake,

and then you will die fromthe loss of it."

Evil w shes, |ike chickens, cone hone to roost.

The M| k-Wnman and Her Pai

A FARMER S daughter was carrying her Pail of nmlk fromthe field
to the farmhouse, when she fell a-nusing. "The noney for which
this milk will be sold, will buy at |least three hundred eggs.
The eggs, allowing for all mishaps, will produce tw hundred and
fifty chickens. The chickens will becone ready for the market
when poultry will fetch the highest price, so that by the end of

the year | shall have noney enough fromny share to buy a new



gowmn. In this dress | will go to the Christrmas parties, where
all the young fellows will propose to ne, but I will toss ny head
and refuse themevery one." At this nonent she tossed her head in
uni son with her thoughts, when down fell the mlk pail to the

ground, and all her inmaginary schenmes perished in a nonent.

The Seasi de Travel ers

SOVE TRAVELERS, journeying along the seashore, clinbed to the
summit of a tall cliff, and | ooking over the sea, saw in the

di stance what they thought was a large ship. They waited in the
hope of seeing it enter the harbor, but as the object on which
they | ooked was driven nearer to shore by the wind, they found
that it could at the nost be a snall boat, and not a ship. Wen
however it reached the beach, they discovered that it was only a
| arge faggot of sticks, and one of themsaid to his conpanions,
"W have waited for no purpose, for after all there is nothing to

see but a | oad of wood."

Qur nere anticipations of life outrun its realities.

The Brazier and H s Dog

A BRAZIER had a little Dog, which was a great favorite with his
master, and his constant conpanion. Wile he hamered away at
his netals the Dog slept; but when, on the other hand, he went to
di nner and began to eat, the Dog woke up and wagged his tail, as
if he would ask for a share of his meal. H s naster one day,
pretending to be angry and shaking his stick at him said, "You
wetched little sluggard! what shall | do to you? Wiile |I am

hamering on the anvil, you sleep on the mat; and when | begin to



eat after ny toil, you wake up and wag your tail for food. Do
you not know that [ abor is the source of every blessing, and that

none but those who work are entitled to eat?

The Ass and H s Shadow

A TRAVELER hired an Ass to convey himto a distant place. The
day being intensely hot, and the sun shining in its strength, the
Travel er stopped to rest, and sought shelter fromthe heat under
t he Shadow of the Ass. As this afforded only protection for one,
and as the Traveler and the owner of the Ass both clained it, a
vi ol ent dispute arose between themas to which of them had the
right to the Shadow. The owner maintained that he had let the
Ass only, and not his Shadow. The Traveler asserted that he had,
with the hire of the Ass, hired his Shadow al so. The quarre
proceeded fromwords to blows, and while the nmen fought, the Ass

gal | oped off.

In quarreling about the shadow we often | ose the substance.

The Ass and Hi s Masters

AN ASS, belonging to an herb-seller who gave himtoo little food
and too nmuch work nmade a petition to Jupiter to be rel eased from
his present service and provided with another naster. Jupiter
after warning himthat he would repent his request, caused himto
be sold to a tile-maker. Shortly afterwards, finding that he had
heavi er | oads to carry and harder work in the brick-field, he
petitioned for another change of master. Jupiter, telling him
that it would be the last time that he could grant his request,
ordai ned that he be sold to a tanner. The Ass found that he had

fallen into worse hands, and noting his nmaster's occupation



said, groaning: "It would have been better for ne to have been
either starved by the one, or to have been overworked by the
other of ny former nmasters, than to have been bought by ny
present owner, who will even after | amdead tan ny hide, and

make nme useful to him"

The OGak and t he Reeds

A VERY LARGE QAK was uprooted by the wind and thrown across a
stream It fell anong sone Reeds, which it thus addressed: "I
wonder how you, who are so light and weak, are not entirely
crushed by these strong winds." They replied, "You fight and
contend with the wind, and consequently you are destroyed; while
we on the contrary bend before the | east breath of air, and

t heref ore remai n unbroken, and escape."

Stoop to conquer.

The Fisherman and the Little Fish

A FI SHERVAN who |ived on the produce of his nets, one day caught
a single small Fish as the result of his day's labor. The Fish
panting convul sively, thus entreated for his life: "O Sir, what
good can | be to you, and how little am| worth? I amnot yet
come to ny full size. Pray spare ny life, and put ne back into
the sea. | shall soon becone a large fish fit for the tables of
the rich, and then you can catch ne again, and make a handsone
profit of ne." The Fisherman replied, "I should indeed be a very
simple fellowif, for the chance of a greater uncertain profit, |

were to forego ny present certain gain."



The Hunter and the Wodman

A HUNTER, not very bold, was searching for the tracks of a Lion.
He asked a man felling oaks in the forest if he had seen any
mar ks of his footsteps or knew where his lair was. "I wll, k"
said the man, "at once show you the Lion hinself." The Hunter
turning very pale and chattering with his teeth fromfear
replied, "No, thank you. | did not ask that; it is his track

only I amin search of, not the Lion hinself."

The hero is brave in deeds as well as words.

The WIld Boar and the Fox

A W LD BOAR stood under a tree and rubbed his tusks agai nst the
trunk. A Fox passing by asked hi mwhy he thus sharpened his
teeth when there was no danger threatening fromeither huntsnman
or hound. He replied, "I do it advisedly; for it would never do
to have to sharpen ny weapons just at the time | ought to be

using them"

The Lion in a Farnyard

A LION entered a farmyard. The Farmer, wishing to catch him
shut the gate. When the Lion found that he could not escape, he
flew upon the sheep and killed them and then attacked the oxen
The Farmer, beginning to be alarned for his own safety, opened
the gate and released the Lion. On his departure the Farnmer
grievously lamented the destruction of his sheep and oxen, but
his wife, who had been a spectator to all that took place, said,

"On ny word, you are rightly served, for how could you for a



nmoment think of shutting up a Lion along with you in your
farnyard when you know that you shake in your shoes if you only

hear his roar at a distance?

Mercury and the Scul ptor

MERCURY ONCE DETERM NED to | earn in what esteem he was hel d anong
nortals. For this purpose he assuned the character of a nan and
visited in this disguise a Scul ptor's studi o having | ooked at
various statues, he demanded the price of two figures of Jupiter
and Juno. When the sumat which they were val ued was naned, he
pointed to a figure of hinself, saying to the Scul ptor, "You will
certainly want much nore for this, as it is the statue of the
Messenger of the Gods, and aut hor of all your gain." The

Scul ptor replied, "Well, if you will buy these, I'Il fling you

that into the bargain.'

The Swan and the Goose

A CERTAIN rich man bought in the narket a Goose and a Swan. He
fed the one for his table and kept the other for the sake of its
song. Wen the tinme canme for killing the Goose, the cook went to
get himat night, when it was dark, and he was not able to

di stinguish one bird fromthe other. By m stake he caught the
Swan instead of the Goose. The Swan, threatened with death,

burst forth into song and thus nade hinself known by his voice,

and preserved his life by his nel ody.

The Swol | en Fox

A VERY HUNGRY FOX, seeing some bread and neat |eft by shepherds



in the hollow of an oak, crept into the hole and nade a hearty

meal . VWen he finished, he was so full that he was not able to
get out, and began to groan and |anment his fate. Another Fox

passing by heard his cries, and comi ng up, inquired the cause of
hi s conpl ai ning. On |earning what had happened, he said to him
"Ah, you will have to remain there, nmy friend, until you becone
such as you were when you crept in, and then you will easily get

out .

The Fox and the Wodcutter

A FOX, running before the hounds, canme across a Wodcutter
felling an oak and begged himto show hima safe hiding-place.
The Wodcutter advised himto take shelter in his owm hut, so the
Fox crept in and hid hinself in a corner. The huntsnman soon cane
up with his hounds and inquired of the Wodcutter if he had seen
the Fox. He declared that he had not seen him and yet pointed,
all the tinme he was speaking, to the hut where the Fox |ay

hi dden. The huntsman took no notice of the signs, but believing
his word, hastened forward in the chase. As soon as they were
wel | away, the Fox departed w thout taking any notice of the
Wodcutter: whereon he called to himand reproached him saying,
"You ungrateful fellow, you owe your life to nme, and yet you

| eave nme without a word of thanks." The Fox replied, "Indeed,
shoul d have t hanked you fervently if your deeds had been as good
as your words, and if your hands had not been traitors to your

speech. "

The Birdcatcher, the Partridge, and the Cock

A Bl RDCATCHER was about to sit down to a dinner of herbs when a



friend unexpectedly came in. The bird-trap was quite enpty, as

he had caught nothing, and he had to kill a pied Partridge, which
he had tamed for a decoy. The bird entreated earnestly for his
life: "wat would you do without nme when next you spread your
nets? Who would chirp you to sleep, or call for you the covey of
answering birds? The Birdcatcher spared his life, and determ ned
to pick out a fine young Cock just attaining to his conb. But

the Cock expostulated in piteous tones fromhis perch: "If you
kill me, who will announce to you the appearance of the dawn?

Who will wake you to your daily tasks or tell you when it is tine
to visit the bird-trap in the norning? He replied, "Wat you say
is true. You are a capital bird at telling the time of day. But

my friend and | nust have our dinners."

Necessity knows no | aw

The Monkey and the Fi shernen

A MONKEY perched upon a lofty tree saw some Fi shernen casting
their nets into a river, and narrowy watched their proceedi ngs.
The Fishermen after a while gave up fishing, and on going hone to
dinner left their nets upon the bank. The Mnkey, who is the
nost imtative of animals, descended fromthe treetop and
endeavored to do as they had done. Having handl ed the net, he
threwit into the river, but became tangled in the nmeshes and
drowned. Wth his last breath he said to hinself, "I amrightly
served; for what business had | who had never handled a net to

try and catch fish?

The Flea and the Westl er

A FLEA settled upon the bare foot of a Westler and bit him



causing the man to call loudly upon Hercules for help. Wen the
Fl ea a second time hopped upon his foot, he groaned and said, "O
Hercules! if you will not help ne against a Flea, how can | hope

for your assistance agai nst greater antagonists?

The Two Frogs

TWD FROGS dwelt in the same pool. Wen the pool dried up under
the sunmer's heat, they left it and set out together for another
hone. As they went along they chanced to pass a deep well, anply
supplied with water, and when they saw it, one of the Frogs said
to the other, "Let us descend and make our abode in this well: it
will furnish us with shelter and food.”" The other replied with
greater caution, "But suppose the water should fail us. How can

we get out again fromso great a depth?

Do nothing without a regard to the consequences.

The Cat and the M ce

A CERTAI N HOUSE was overrun with Mce. A Cat, discovering this
made her way into it and began to catch and eat them one by one.
Fearing for their lives, the Mce kept thenselves close in their
holes. The Cat was no |longer able to get at them and perceived
that she must tenpt themforth by some device. For this purpose
she junped upon a peg, and suspending herself fromit, pretended
to be dead. One of the Mce, peeping stealthily out, saw her and
said, "Ah, ny good madam even though you should turn into a

meal - bag, we will not conme near you."

The Lion, the Bear, and the Fox



A LION and a Bear seized a Kid at the sane nonent, and fought
fiercely for its possession. Wen they had fearfully |acerated
each other and were faint fromthe I ong conbat, they |lay down
exhausted with fatigue. A Fox, who had gone round themat a

di stance several tines, saw them both stretched on the ground
with the Kid lying untouched in the middle. He ran in between
them and seizing the Kid scanpered off as fast as he could. The
Li on and the Bear saw him but not being able to get up, said,
"We be to us, that we should have fought and bel abored oursel ves

only to serve the turn of a Fox."

It sonetinmes happens that one man has all the toil, and another

all the profit.

The Doe and the Lion

A DCE hard pressed by hunters sought refuge in a cave bel ongi ng
to a Lion. The Lion conceal ed hinself on seeing her approach

but when she was safe within the cave, sprang upon her and tore
her to pieces. "We is nme," exclainmed the Doe, "who have escaped

fromman, only to throw nyself into the nouth of a wild beast?

In avoi ding one evil, care nust be taken not to fall into

anot her.

The Farnmer and the Fox

A FARMER, who bore a grudge against a Fox for robbing his poultry
yard, caught himat last, and being determined to take an anple

revenge, tied some rope well soaked in oil to his tail, and set



it on fire. The Fox by a strange fatality rushed to the fields
of the Farmer who had captured him It was the tinme of the wheat
harvest; but the Farner reaped nothing that year and returned

hone grieving sorely.

The Seagull and the Kite

A SEAGULL having bolted down too large a fish, burst its deep
gullet-bag and I ay down on the shore to die. A Kite saw himand
exclainmed: "You richly deserve your fate; for a bird of the air

has no business to seek its food fromthe sea."

Every man shoul d be content to m nd his own business.

The Phil osopher, the Ants, and Mercury

A PHI LOSOPHER wi t nessed fromthe shore the shipweck of a vessel
of which the crew and passengers were all drowned. He inveighed
agai nst the injustice of Providence, which would for the sake of
one crimninal perchance sailing in the ship allow so many i nnocent
persons to perish. As he was indulging in these reflections, he
found hinself surrounded by a whole arnmy of Ants, near whose nest
he was standing. One of themclinbed up and stung him and he
imediately tranpled themall to death with his foot. Mercury
presented hinself, and striking the Phil osopher with his wand,
said, "And are you indeed to make yourself a judge of the
deal i ngs of Providence, who hast thyself in a simlar manner

treated these poor Ants?

The Mouse and the Bull



A BULL was bitten by a Muse and, angered by the wound, tried to
capture him But the Muse reached his hole in safety. Though
the Bull dug into the walls with his horns, he tired before he
could rout out the Muuse, and crouching down, went to sleep
outside the hole. The Muse peeped out, crept furtively up his
flank, and again biting him retreated to his hole. The Bul
rising up, and not knowi ng what to do, was sadly perplexed. At
whi ch the Muse said, "The great do not always prevail. There
are tinmes when the small and lowy are the strongest to do

m schief . "

The Lion and the Hare

A LION came across a Hare, who was fast asleep. He was just in
the act of seizing her, when a fine young Hart trotted by, and he
left the Hare to follow him The Hare, scared by the noise,
awoke and scudded away. The Lion was unable after a | ong chase
to catch the Hart, and returned to feed upon the Hare. On
finding that the Hare also had run off, he said, "I amrightly
served, for having let go of the food that | had in ny hand for

t he chance of obtaining nore."

The Peasant and the Eagle

A PEASANT found an Eagle captured in a trap, and nuch admring
the bird, set himfree. The Eagle did not prove ungrateful to
his deliverer, for seeing the Peasant sitting under a wall which
was not safe, he flew toward himand with his talons snatched a
bundl e fromhis head. Wen the Peasant rose in pursuit, the
Eagle let the bundle fall again. Taking it up, the nman returned
to the same place, to find that the wall under which he had been

sitting had fallen to pieces; and he marvel ed at the service



rendered himby the Eagle.

The I mage of Mercury and the Carpenter

A VERY POOR MAN, a Carpenter by trade, had a wooden inage of
Mercury, before which he nmade of ferings day by day, and begged
the idol to make himrich, but in spite of his entreaties he
becane poorer and poorer. At |ast, being very angry, he took his
i mage down fromits pedestal and dashed it against the wall.

When its head was knocked off, out cane a stream of gold, which
the Carpenter quickly picked up and said, "Well, | think thou art
al t oget her contradi ctory and unreasonable; for when | paid you
honor, | reaped no benefits: but nowthat | nmaltreat you I am

| oaded with an abundance of riches."

The Bull and the Goat

A BULL, escaping froma Lion, hid in a cave which sone shepherds
had recently occupied. As soon as he entered, a He-Goat left in
the cave sharply attacked himwith his horns. The Bull quietly
addressed him "Butt away as nuch as you will. | have no fear of
you, but of the Lion. Let that nonster go away and | will soon

I et you know what is the respective strength of a Goat and a

Bull . "

It shows an evil disposition to take advantage of a friend in

di stress.

The Danci ng Monkeys

A PRI NCE had sonme Monkeys trained to dance. Being naturally



great mmics of men's actions, they showed thensel ves nost apt
pupils, and when arrayed in their rich clothes and masks, they
danced as well as any of the courtiers. The spectacle was often
repeated with great applause, till on one occasion a courtier
bent on mschief, took fromhis pocket a handful of nuts and
threw t hem upon the stage. The Mnkeys at the sight of the nuts
forgot their dancing and becane (as indeed they were) Monkeys
instead of actors. Pulling off their masks and tearing their
robes, they fought with one another for the nuts. The dancing
spectacle thus cane to an end ami dst the laughter and ridicul e of

t he audi ence.

The Fox and the Leopard

THE FOX and the Leopard di sputed which was the nore beautiful of
the two. The Leopard exhibited one by one the various spots

whi ch decorated his skin. But the Fox, interrupting him said,
"And how nuch nore beautiful than you aml, who am decorated, not

in body, but in nmnd."

The Monkeys and Their Mot her

THE MONKEY, it is said, has two young ones at each birth. The
Mot her fondles one and nurtures it with the greatest affection
and care, but hates and neglects the other. It happened once
that the young one which was caressed and | oved was snothered by
the too great affection of the Mdther, while the despised one was
nurtured and reared in spite of the neglect to which it was

exposed.

The best intentions will not always ensure success.



The OGaks and Jupiter

THE QAKS presented a conplaint to Jupiter, saying, "W bear for

no purpose the burden of life, as of all the trees that grow we
are the nost continually in peril of the axe." Jupiter nade
answer: "You have only to thank yourselves for the m sfortunes to
whi ch you are exposed: for if you did not nmake such excell ent
pillars and posts, and prove yoursel ves so serviceable to the
carpenters and the farners, the axe would not so frequently be

laid to your roots."

The Hare and the Hound

A HOUND started a Hare fromhis lair, but after a |long run, gave
up the chase. A goat-herd seeing himstop, nocked him saying
"The little one is the best runner of the twd." The Hound
replied, "You do not see the difference between us: | was only

running for a dinner, but he for his life."

The Travel er and Fortune

A TRAVELER wearied froma |long journey |ay down, overcone wth
fatigue, on the very brink of a deep well. Just as he was about
to fall into the water, Dame Fortune, it is said, appeared to him
and waking himfrom his slunber thus addressed him "Good Sir,
pray wake up: for if you fall into the well, the blame will be
thrown on nme, and | shall get an ill name anong nortals; for

find that nmen are sure to inpute their calanmties to ne, however
much by their own folly they have really brought them on

t hensel ves. "



Everyone is nore or less nmaster of his own fate.

The Bal d Kni ght

A BALD KNI GHT, who wore a wig, went out to hunt. A sudden puff
of wind blew off his hat and wig, at which a |oud |augh rang
forth fromhis conmpanions. He pulled up his horse, and with
great glee joined in the joke by saying, "What a marvel it is
that hairs which are not nmine should fly fromne, when they have

forsaken even the man on whose head they grew. "

The Shepherd and the Dog

A SHEPHERD penning his sheep in the fold for the night was about
to shut up a wolf with them when his Dog perceiving the wolf
said, "Master, how can you expect the sheep to be safe if you

admt a wolf into the fol d?

The Lanp

A LAMP, soaked with too nuch oil and flaring brightly, boasted
that it gave nore light than the sun. Then a sudden puff of w nd
arose, and the Lanp was inmedi ately extinguished. Its owner lit
it again, and said: "Boast no nore, but henceforth be content to
give thy light in silence. Know that not even the stars need to

be relit"

The Lion, the Fox, and the Ass

THE LION, the Fox and the Ass entered into an agreenment to assist



each other in the chase. Having secured a |arge booty, the Lion
on their return fromthe forest asked the Ass to allot his due
portion to each of the three partners in the treaty. The Ass
carefully divided the spoil into three equal shares and nodestly
requested the two others to nake the first choice. The Lion
bursting out into a great rage, devoured the Ass. Then he
requested the Fox to do himthe favor to nake a division. The
Fox accunul ated all that they had killed into one |arge heap and
left to hinself the smallest possible norsel. The Lion said,
"Who has taught you, ny very excellent fellow, the art of

di vision? You are perfect to a fraction." He replied, "I |earned

it fromthe Ass, by witnessing his fate."

Happy is the man who learns fromthe m sfortunes of others.

The Bull, the Lioness, and the WI d-Boar Hunter

A BULL finding a lion's cub asleep gored himto death with his
horns. The Lioness cane up, and bitterly | anented the death of
her whelp. A wild-boar Hunter, seeing her distress, stood at a
di stance and said to her, "Think how many nen there are who have
reason to |lament the loss of their children, whose deaths have

been caused by you."

The Cak and t he Wyodcutters

THE WOODCUTTER cut down a Mountain Qak and split it in pieces
maki ng wedges of its own branches for dividing the trunk. The
CGak said with a sigh, "I do not care about the blows of the axe
aimed at ny roots, but | do grieve at being torn in pieces by

t hese wedges made from ny own branches.”



M sfortunes springing fromourselves are the hardest to bear

The Hen and the Gol den Eggs

A COTTAGER and his wife had a Hen that laid a gol den egg every
day. They supposed that the Hen must contain a great |unp of
gold inits inside, and in order to get the gold they killed it.
Havi ng done so, they found to their surprise that the Hen
differed in no respect fromtheir other hens. The foolish pair,
thus hoping to becone rich all at once, deprived thensel ves of

the gain of which they were assured day by day.

The Ass and the Frogs

AN ASS, carrying a |oad of wood, passed through a pond. As he
was crossing through the water he lost his footing, stunbled and
fell, and not being able to rise on account of his |oad, groaned
heavily. Sone Frogs frequenting the pool heard his | anentation
and said, "What would you do if you had to |ive here always as we

do, when you rmake such a fuss about a nere fall into the water?"

Men often bear little grievances with | ess courage than they do

| arge mi sfortunes.

The Crow and the Raven

A CROWwas jeal ous of the Raven, because he was considered a bird
of good omen and al ways attracted the attention of nen, who noted
by his flight the good or evil course of future events. Seeing

sonme travel ers approaching, the Crow flew up into a tree, and



perching herself on one of the branches, cawed as |loudly as she
could. The travelers turned towards the sound and wondered what
it foreboded, when one of themsaid to his conpanion, "Let us
proceed on our journey, ny friend, for it is only the caw of a

crow, and her cry, you know, is no onmen."

Those who assune a character which does not belong to them only

make thensel ves ri di cul ous.

The Trees and the Axe

A MAN cane into a forest and asked the Trees to provide hima
handl e for his axe. The Trees consented to his request and gave
hi ma young ash-tree. No sooner had the man fitted a new handl e
to his axe fromit, than he began to use it and quickly felled
with his strokes the noblest giants of the forest. An old oak,

| amenti ng when too |ate the destruction of his conpanions, said
to a neighboring cedar, "The first step has lost us all. If we
had not given up the rights of the ash, we m ght yet have

retai ned our own privileges and have stood for ages."

The Crab and the Fox

A CRAB, forsaking the seashore, chose a nei ghboring green neadow
as its feeding ground. A Fox came across him and being very
hungry ate himup. Just as he was on the point of being eaten
the Crab said, "I well deserve ny fate, for what business had |
on the land, when by ny nature and habits | amonly adapted for

t he sea?

Contentnent with our lot is an el ement of happiness.



The Wonan and Her Hen

A WOMAN possessed a Hen that gave her an egg every day. She

of ten pondered how she m ght obtain two eggs daily instead of

one, and at last, to gain her purpose, deternmned to give the Hen
a doubl e all owance of barley. Fromthat day the Hen becane fat

and sl eek, and never once |aid another egg.

The Ass and the O d Shepherd

A SHEPHERD, watching his Ass feeding in a nmeadow, was al armed al
of a sudden by the cries of the eneny. He appealed to the Ass to
fly with him lest they should both be captured, but the aninal
lazily replied, "Why should I, pray? Do you think it likely the
conqueror will place on nme two sets of panniers? "No," rejoined
the Shepherd. "Then," said the Ass, "as long as | carry the

panni ers, what natters it to me whom| serve?

In a change of governnent the poor change nothing beyond the nane

of their nmmster.

The Kites and the Swans

TEE KITES of olden tines, as well as the Swans, had the privil ege
of song. But having heard the neigh of the horse, they were so
enchanted with the sound, that they tried to inmtate it; and, in

trying to neigh, they forgot how to sing.

The desire for imaginary benefits often involves the |oss of

present bl essings.



The Wbl ves and the Sheepdogs

THE WOLVES t hus addressed the Sheepdogs: "Wy should you, who are
like us in so many things, not be entirely of one mnd with us,
and live with us as brothers should? W differ fromyou in one
point only. W live in freedom but you bow down to and sl ave

for men, who in return for your services flog you with whi ps and
put collars on your necks. They nake you al so guard their sheep
and while they eat the mutton throw only the bones to you. |If

you wi Il be persuaded by us, you will give us the sheep, and we
will enjoy themin comon, till we all are surfeited." The Dogs
listened favorably to these proposals, and, entering the den of

the Wl ves, they were set upon and torn to pieces.

The Hares and the Foxes

THE HARES waged war with the Eagles, and called upon the Foxes to
help them They replied, "W would willingly have hel ped you, if

we had not known who you were, and with whom you were fighting."

Count the cost before you commt yoursel ves.

The Bowman and Lion

A VERY SKILLFUL BOMWAN went to the mountains in search of gane,
but all the beasts of the forest fled at his approach. The Lion
al one chal l enged himto conbat. The Bowran i medi ately shot out
an arrow and said to the Lion: "I send thee ny nessenger, that
fromhimthou mayest |earn what | nyself shall be when | assai

thee." The wounded Lion rushed away in great fear, and when a Fox



who had seen it all happen told himto be of good courage and not
to back off at the first attack he replied: "You counsel ne in
vain;, for if he sends so fearful a nessenger, how shall | abide

the attack of the man hinsel f?

Be on guard agai nst men who can strike froma distance

The Canel

WHEN MAN first saw the Canel, he was so frightened at his vast
size that he ran away. After a tinme, perceiving the neekness and
gentl eness of the beast's tenmper, he sumoned courage enough to
approach him Soon afterwards, observing that he was an ani nal

al together deficient in spirit, he assumed such boldness as to

put a bridle in his nouth, and to let a child drive him

Use serves to overcone dread.

The Wasp and the Snake

A WASP seated hinmself upon the head of a Snake and, striking him
unceasingly with his stings, wounded himto death. The Snake,
being in great tornment and not knowing how to rid hinself of his
eneny, saw a wagon heavily | aden with wood, and went and

pur posel y placed his head under the wheels, saying, "At |east ny

eneny and | shall perish together."

The Dog and the Hare

A HOUND having started a Hare on the hillside pursued her for

some distance, at one tinme biting her with his teeth as if he



woul d take her life, and at another fawning upon her, as if in
play with another dog. The Hare said to him "I w sh you woul d
act sincerely by ne, and show yourself in your true colors. |If
you are a friend, why do you bite ne so hard? If an eneny, why do

you fawn on me?

No one can be a friend if you know not whether to trust or

di strust him

The Bull and the Calf

A BULL was striving with all his mght to squeeze hinsel f through
a narrow passage which led to his stall. A young Calf cane up,
and offered to go before and show himthe way by which he could
manage to pass. "Save yourself the trouble,” said the Bull; "I

knew t hat way |ong before you were born."

The Stag, the Wl f, and the Sheep

A STAG asked a Sheep to | end hima neasure of wheat, and said
that the Wl f would be his surety. The Sheep, fearing sone fraud
was i ntended, excused herself, saying, "The WIf is accustoned to
sei ze what he wants and to run off; and you, too, can quickly
outstrip ne in your rapid flight. How then shall | be able to

find you, when the day of paynent cones?

Two bl acks do not nake one white.

The Peacock and the Crane

A PEACOCK spreading its gorgeous tail nocked a Crane that passed



by, ridiculing the ashen hue of its plunmage and saying, "I am
robed, like a king, in gold and purple and all the colors of the
rai nbow, while you have not a bit of color on your wngs."
"True," replied the Crane; "but | soar to the heights of heaven
and lift up ny voice to the stars, while you walk below, like a

cock, anong the birds of the dunghill."

Fine feathers don't make fine birds.

The Fox and the Hedgehog

A FOX swimming across a rapid river was carried by the force of
the current into a very deep ravine, where he lay for a long tine
very nuch bruised, sick, and unable to nove. A swarm of hungry
bl ood-sucking flies settled upon him A Hedgehog, passing by,
saw his anguish and inquired if he should drive away the flies
that were tornenting him "By no neans," replied the Fox; "pray
do not nolest them" "Howis this? said the Hedgehog; "do you
not want to be rid of then? "No," returned the Fox, "for these
flies which you see are full of blood, and sting ne but little,
and if you rid me of these which are already satiated, others
nmore hungry will cone in their place, and will drink up all the

blood | have left."

The Eagle, the Cat, and the WId Sow

AN EAGLE nmade her nest at the top of a lofty oak; a Cat, having
found a conveni ent hole, noved into the middle of the trunk; and
a WIld Sow, with her young, took shelter in a hollow at its foot.
The Cat cunningly resolved to destroy this chance-nade col ony.

To carry out her design, she clinbed to the nest of the Eagle,



and said, "Destruction is preparing for you, and for ne too,
unfortunately. The WIld Sow, whom you see daily digging up the
earth, wi shes to uproot the oak, so she may on its fall seize our
famlies as food for her young." Having thus frightened the Eagle
out of her senses, she crept down to the cave of the Sow, and
said, "Your children are in great danger; for as soon as you go
out with your litter to find food, the Eagle is prepared to
pounce upon one of your little pigs." Having instilled these
fears into the Sow, she went and pretended to hide herself in the
hol | ow of the tree. Wen night came she went forth with silent
foot and obtained food for herself and her kittens, but feigning
to be afraid, she kept a | ookout all through the day. Meanwhile,
the Eagle, full of fear of the Sow, sat still on the branches,
and the Sow, terrified by the Eagle, did not dare to go out from
her cave. And thus they both, along with their famlies,

peri shed from hunger, and afforded anple provision for the Cat

and her kittens.

The Thief and the | nnkeeper

A THIEF hired a roomin a tavern and stayed a while in the hope
of stealing sonething which should enable himto pay his
reckoning. When he had waited sone days in vain, he saw the

I nnkeeper dressed in a new and handsone coat and sitting before
his door. The Thief sat down beside himand talked with him As
the conversation began to flag, the Thief yawned terribly and at
the sane tine howed like a wolf. The I nnkeeper said, "Wy do
you how so fearfully? "I will tell you," said the Thief, "but
first let me ask you to hold ny clothes, or | shall tear themto
pieces. | know not, sir, when | got this habit of yawning, nor
whet her these attacks of howing were inflicted on nme as a

judgnent for my crinmes, or for any other cause; but this | do



know, that when | yawn for the third time, | actually turn into a
wol f and attack nen." Wth this speech he conmenced a second fit
of yawning and again howed like a wlf, as he had at first. The
I nnkeeper. hearing his tale and believing what he said, becane
greatly alarned and, rising fromhis seat, attenpted to run away.
The Thief laid hold of his coat and entreated himto stop

saying, "Pray wait, sir, and hold ny clothes, or | shall tear
themto pieces in ny fury, when | turn into a wolf." At the sane
monent he yawned the third time and set up a terrible how. The
I nnkeeper, frightened | est he should be attacked, left his new
coat in the Thief's hand and ran as fast as he could into the inn
for safety. The Thief nmade off with the coat and did not return

again to the inn.

Every tale is not to be believed.

The Ml e

A MULE, frolicsone fromlack of work and fromtoo nmuch corn
gal |l oped about in a very extravagant manner, and said to hinself:
"My father surely was a high-nettled racer, and I am his own
child in speed and spirit.” On the next day, being driven a |ong
journey, and feeling very wearied, he exclained in a disconsol ate
tone: "I must have nmade a nistake; ny father, after all, could

have been only an ass.”

The Hart and the Vine

A HART, hard pressed in the chase, hid hinself beneath the |arge
| eaves of a Vine. The huntsnen, in their haste, overshot the
pl ace of his conceal nent. Supposing all danger to have passed,

the Hart began to nibble the tendrils of the Vine. One of the



hunt smen, attracted by the rustling of the |eaves, |ooked back
and seeing the Hart, shot an arrow fromhis bow and struck it.
The Hart, at the point of death, groaned: "I amrightly served,

for | should not have maltreated the Vine that saved ne."

The Serpent and the Eagle

A SERPENT and an Eagle were struggling with each other in deadly
conflict. The Serpent had the advantage, and was about to
strangle the bird. A countryman saw them and running up, |oosed
the coil of the Serpent and let the Eagle go free. The Serpent,
irritated at the escape of his prey, injected his poison into the
drinking horn of the countryman. The rustic, ignorant of his
danger, was about to drink, when the Eagle struck his hand with
his wing, and, seizing the drinking horn in his talons, carried

it aloft.

The Crow and the Pitcher

A CROW perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping to find
water, flewto it with delight. Wen he reached it, he

di scovered to his grief that it contained so little water that he
could not possibly get at it. He tried everything he could think
of to reach the water, but all his efforts were in vain. At |ast
he coll ected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them
one by one with his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the

water within his reach and thus saved his life.

Necessity is the nother of invention

The Two Frogs



TWD FROGS wer e nei ghbors. One inhabited a deep pond, far renoved
frompublic view, the other lived in a gully containing little
water, and traversed by a country road. The Frog that lived in
the pond warned his friend to change his residence and entreated
himto cone and live with him saying that he woul d enjoy greater
saf ety from danger and nore abundant food. The other refused,
saying that he felt it so very hard to |l eave a place to which he
had becone accustonmed. A few days afterwards a heavy wagon
passed through the gully and crushed himto death under its

wheel s.

Awllful man will have his way to his own hurt.

The Wl f and t he Fox

AT ONE TIME a very large and strong WIf was born anong the

wol ves, who exceeded all his fell owwolves in strength, size, and
swi ftness, so that they unani nously decided to call him"Lion."
The Wl f, with a | ack of sense proportioned to his enornous size,
t hought that they gave himthis nane in earnest, and, |leaving his
own race, consorted exclusively with the lions. An old sly Fox,
seeing this, said, "May | never nmake nyself so ridicul ous as you
do in your pride and self-conceit; for even though you have the
size of a lion anong wolves, in a herd of lions you are

definitely a wolf."

The Wal nut - Tree

A WALNUT TREE st andi ng by the roadsi de bore an abundant crop of

fruit. For the sake of the nuts, the passers-by broke its



branches with stones and sticks. The Wal nut-Tree piteously
excl ained, "O wetched nme! that those whom | cheer with ny fruit

shoul d repay nme with these painful requitals!”

The Gnat and the Lion

A GNAT canme and said to a Lion, "I do not in the |least fear you,
nor are you stronger than | am For in what does your strength
consist? You can scratch with your claws and bite with your teeth
an a woman in her quarrels. | repeat that | am altogether nore
powerful than you; and if you doubt it, let us fight and see who
will conquer." The Gnat, having sounded his horn, fastened

hi msel f upon the Lion and stung himon the nostrils and the parts
of the face devoid of hair. While trying to crush him the Lion
tore hinself with his claws, until he punished hinself severely.
The Gnat thus prevailed over the Lion, and, buzzing about in a
song of triunph, flew away. But shortly afterwards he becane
entangl ed in the neshes of a cobweb and was eaten by a spider

He greatly lanented his fate, saying, "We is nme! that |, who can
wage war successfully with the hugest beasts, should perish

myself fromthis spider, the nost inconsiderable of insects!"

The Monkey and the Dol phin

A SAILOR, bound on a | ong voyage, took with hima Mnkey to anuse
hi mwhi |l e on shipboard. As he sailed off the coast of Greece, a
viol ent tenpest arose in which the ship was wecked and he, his
Monkey, and all the crew were obliged to swmfor their lives. A
Dol phin saw the Monkey contending with the waves, and supposing
himto be a man (whom he is always said to befriend), came and

pl aced hinmsel f under him to convey himon his back in safety to

the shore. Wen the Dol phin arrived with his burden in sight of



I and not far from Athens, he asked the Mnkey if he were an

At henian. The latter replied that he was, and that he was
descended fromone of the nost noble fanmilies in that city. The
Dol phin then inquired if he knew the Piraeus (the fanous harbor
of Athens). Supposing that a nman was neant, the Monkey answered
that he knew himvery well and that he was an intinate friend.
The Dol phin, indignant at these fal sehoods, dipped the Mnkey

under the water and drowned him

The Jackdaw and the Doves

A JACKDAW seeing sonme Doves in a cote abundantly provided with
food, painted hinself white and joined themin order to share
their plentiful nmaintenance. The Doves, as |long as he was
silent, supposed himto be one of thenselves and adnitted himto
their cote. But when one day he forgot hinself and began to
chatter, they discovered his true character and drove himforth,
pecking himwith their beaks. Failing to obtain food anong the
Doves, he returned to the Jackdaws. They too, not recognizing

hi mon account of his color. expelled himfromliving with them

So desiring two ends, he obtained neither

The Horse and the Stag

AT ONE TIME the Horse had the plain entirely to hinself. Then a
Stag intruded into his domain and shared his pasture. The Horse,
desiring to revenge hinself on the stranger, asked a man if he
were willing to help himin punishing the Stag. The nan replied
that if the Horse would receive a bit in his nouth and agree to
carry him he would contrive effective weapons agai nst the Stag.

The Horse consented and allowed the man to nmount him Fromt hat



hour he found that instead of obtaining revenge on the Stag, he

had ensl aved hinself to the service of man.

The Kid and the Wl f

A KID, returning without protection fromthe pasture, was pursued
by a Wl f. Seeing he could not escape, he turned round, and
said: "I know, friend WIf, that | must be your prey, but before
| die | would ask of you one favor you will play ne a tune to
which | may dance." The WIf conplied, and while he was piping
and the Kid was dancing, sone hounds hearing the sound ran up and
began chasing the Wolf. Turning to the Kid, he said, "It is just
what | deserve; for |, who amonly a butcher, should not have

turned piper to please you."

The Prophet

A WZARD, sitting in the marketplace, was telling the fortunes of
t he passers-by when a person ran up in great haste, and

announced to himthat the doors of his house had been broken open
and that all his goods were being stolen. He sighed heavily and
hast ened away as fast as he could run. A neighbor saw him
running and said, "Oh! you fellow there! you say you can foretel

the fortunes of others; howis it you did not foresee your own?

The Fox and the Mnkey

A FOX and a Monkey were traveling together on the sanme road. As

they journeyed, they passed through a cenetery full of nonuments.

"Al'l these nmonuments which you see,” said the Mnkey, "are
in honor of ny ancestors, who were in their day freednen



and citizens of great renown." The Fox replied, "You have chosen
a nmost appropriate subject for your falsehoods, as | am sure none

of your ancestors will be able to contradict you."

A false tale often betrays itself.

The Thief and the Housedog

A TH EF came in the night to break into a house. He brought with
himseveral slices of neat in order to pacify the Housedog, so
that he would not alarmhis nmaster by barking. As the Thief
threw himthe pieces of neat, the Dog said, "If you think to stop
my mouth, you will be greatly mstaken. This sudden ki ndness at
your hands will only nmake ne nore watchful, |est under these
unexpected favors to myself, you have sone private ends to

acconplish for your own benefit, and for ny master's injury."”

The Man, the Horse, the Ox, and the Dog

A HORSE, Ox, and Dog, driven to great straits by the cold, sought
shelter and protection from Man. He received them ki ndly,
lighted a fire, and warned them He let the Horse make free with
his oats, gave the Ox an abundance of hay, and fed the Dog with
meat fromhis own table. Gateful for these favors, the animals
deternmined to repay himto the best of their ability. For this
purpose, they divided the termof his life between them and each
endowed one portion of it with the qualities which chiefly
characterized hinmself. The Horse chose his earliest years and
gave themhis own attributes: hence every man is in his youth

i mpet uous, headstrong, and obstinate in maintaining his own

opi nion. The Ox took under his patronage the next termof I|ife,

and therefore man in his niddle age is fond of work, devoted to



| abor, and resolute to amass wealth and to husband his resources.
The end of life was reserved for the Dog, wherefore the old nman
is often snappish, irritable, hard to please, and selfish
tolerant only of his own household, but averse to strangers and
to all who do not administer to his confort or to his

necessities.

The Apes and the Two Travel ers

TWDO MEN, one who al ways spoke the truth and the other who told

not hing but lies, were traveling together and by chance cane to
the land of Apes. One of the Apes, who had raised hinself to be

ki ng, commanded themto be seized and brought before him that he
m ght know what was said of himanbng nen. He ordered at the

same tinme that all the Apes be arranged in a long row on his

right hand and on his left, and that a throne be placed for him

as was the custom anong nen. After these preparations he
signified that the two men shoul d be brought before him and
greeted themwith this salutation: "What sort of a king do | seem
to you to be, O strangers?' The Lying Traveler replied, "You seem
to ne a nost mighty king." "And what is your estimte of those

you see around ne?' "These," he nade answer, "are worthy

conpani ons of yourself, fit at |east to be anbassadors and

| eaders of armies.” The Ape and all his court, gratified with the
lie, commanded that a handsone present be given to the flatterer
On this the truthful Travel er thought to hinself, "If so great a
reward be given for alie, with what gift may not | be rewarded
if, according to ny custom | tell the truth? The Ape quickly
turned to him "And pray how do | and these ny friends around ne
seemto you?' "Thou art," he said, "a nost excellent Ape, and al

these thy companions after thy exanple are excellent Apes too."

The King of the Apes, enraged at hearing these truths, gave him



over to the teeth and claws of his conpani ons.

The Wbl f and the Shepherd

A WOLF followed a flock of sheep for a long tinme and did not
attenpt to injure one of them The Shepherd at first stood on
hi s guard agai nst him as against an eneny, and kept a strict

wat ch over his novenents. But when the Wbl f, day after day, kept
in the conpany of the sheep and did not make the slightest effort
to seize them the Shepherd began to | ook upon him as a guardian
of his flock rather than as a plotter of evil against it; and
when occasion called himone day into the city, he left the sheep
entirely in his charge. The WIf, now that he had the
opportunity, fell upon the sheep, and destroyed the greater part
of the flock. Wen the Shepherd returned to find his flock
destroyed, he exclainmed: "I have been rightly served; why did

trust ny sheep to a Wl f?

The Hares and the Lions

THE HARES har angued the assenbly, and argued that all should be
equal. The Lions nade this reply: "Your words, O Hares! are

good; but they |l ack both claws and teeth such as we have."

The Lark and Her Young Ones

A LARK had nade her nest in the early spring on the young green
wheat. The brood had alnbst grown to their full strength and
attained the use of their wings and the full plumage of their
feathers, when the owner of the field, |ooking over his ripe

crop, said, "The tinme has conme when | nust ask all ny nei ghbors



to help ne with ny harvest." One of the young Larks heard his
speech and related it to his nother, inquiring of her to what

pl ace they should nove for safety. "There is no occasion to nove
yet, ny son," she replied; "the nan who only sends to his friends
to help himwith his harvest is not really in earnest." The owner
of the field came again a few days | ater and saw t he wheat
shedding the grain fromexcess of ripeness. He said, "I wll
cone nyself tonorrow with ny |aborers, and with as many reapers
as | can hire, and will get in the harvest.” The Lark on hearing
these words said to her brood, "It is tine nowto be off, ny
little ones, for the man is in earnest this tine; he no | onger

trusts his friends, but will reap the field hinself."

Self-help is the best help.

The Fox and the Lion

VWHEN A FOX who had never yet seen a Lion, fell in with him by
chance for the first time in the forest, he was so frightened
that he nearly died with fear. On neeting himfor the second
tinme, he was still nuch alarned, but not to the same extent as at
first. On seeing himthe third tinme, he so increased in bol dness
that he went up to himand comrenced a faniliar conversation with

hi m

Acquai nt ance softens prejudices

The Weasel and the M ce

A WEASEL, inactive fromage and infirmties, was not able to

catch mce as he once did. He therefore rolled hinself in flour



and lay down in a dark corner. A Muse, supposing himto be
food, |eaped upon him and was instantly caught and squeezed to
death. Another perished in a simlar manner, and then a third,
and still others after them A very old Muse, who had escaped
many a trap and snare, observed froma safe distance the trick of
his crafty foe and said, "Ah! you that lie there, may you prosper

just in the same proportion as you are what you pretend to be!"

The Boy Bat hi ng

A BOY bathing in a river was in danger of being drowned. He
called out to a passing traveler for help, but instead of holding
out a hel pi ng hand, the man stood by unconcernedly, and scol ded
the boy for his inmprudence. "Oh, sir!" cried the youth, "pray

hel p me now and scold ne afterwards."

Counsel without help is useless.

The Ass and the Wl f

AN ASS feeding in a neadow saw a Wl f approaching to seize him
and i medi ately pretended to be lane. The Wl f, coning up

i nquired the cause of his laneness. The Ass replied that passing
through a hedge he had trod with his foot upon a sharp thorn. He
requested that the Wolf pull it out, lest when he ate himit
should injure his throat. The WIf consented and lifted up the
foot, and was giving his whole mnd to the discovery of the
thorn, when the Ass, with his heels, kicked his teeth into his
mout h and gal | oped away. The Wl f, being thus fearfully naul ed,
said, "I amrightly served, for why did | attenpt the art of

heal i ng, when ny father only taught ne the trade of a butcher?



The Seller of |mages

A CERTAIN MAN nade a wooden inmage of Mercury and offered it for
sale. When no one appeared willing to buy it, in order to
attract purchasers, he cried out that he had the statue to sell
of a benefactor who bestowed wealth and hel ped to heap up riches.
One of the bystanders said to him "My good fellow, why do you
sell him being such a one as you descri be, when you may yourself
enj oy the good things he has to give? "Wy," he replied, "I am
in need of imrediate help, and he is wont to give his good gifts

very slowy."

The Fox and the G apes

A FAM SHED FOX saw sone clusters of ripe black grapes hangi ng
froma trellised vine. She resorted to all her tricks to get at
them but wearied herself in vain, for she could not reach them
At last she turned away, hiding her disappointnment and sayi ng:

"The Grapes are sour, and not ripe as | thought."”

The Man and Hs Wfe

A MAN had a Wfe who made herself hated by all the nmenbers of his
household. Wshing to find out if she had the sane effect on the
persons in her father's house, he nade sone excuse to send her
home on a visit to her father. After a short time she returned,
and when he inquired how she had got on and how the servants had
treated her, she replied, "The herdsmen and shepherds cast on ne
| ooks of aversion." He said, "O Wfe, if you were disliked by

those who go out early in the nmorning with their flocks and



return late in the evening, what nust have been felt towards you

by those with whom you passed the whol e day!"

Straws show how the wi nd bl ows.

The Peacock and Juno

THE PEACOCK nmade conplaint to Juno that, while the nightingale

pl eased every ear with his song, he hinself no sooner opened his
mout h than he becanme a | aughingstock to all who heard him The
Goddess, to console him said, "But you far excel in beauty and

in size. The splendor of the enerald shines in your neck and you

unfold a tail gorgeous with painted plumage." "But for what
purpose have |," said the bird, "this dunb beauty so long as | am
surpassed in song?' "The Il ot of each," replied Juno, "has been

assigned by the will of the Fates--to thee, beauty; to the eagle,
strength; to the nightingale, song; to the raven, favorable,
and to the crow, unfavorable auguries. These are all contented

with the endowrents allotted to them™"

The Hawk and the Nightingale

A NI GHTI NGALE, sitting aloft upon an oak and singing according to
his wont, was seen by a Hawk who, being in need of food, swooped
down and seized him The N ghtingale, about to |lose his life,
earnestly begged the Hawk to |l et him go, saying that he was not
bi g enough to satisfy the hunger of a Hawk who, if he wanted
food, ought to pursue the larger birds. The Hawk, interrupting
him said: "I should indeed have lost ny senses if | should |et
go food ready in ny hand, for the sake of pursuing birds which

are not yet even within sight."



The Dog, the Cock, and the Fox

A DOG and a Cock being great friends, agreed to travel together
At nightfall they took shelter in a thick wood. The Cock flying
up, perched hinmself on the branches of a tree, while the Dog
found a bed beneath in the holl ow trunk. Wen the norning
dawned, the Cock, as usual, crowed very loudly several tinmes. A
Fox heard the sound, and w shing to make a breakfast on him cane
and stood under the branches, saying how earnestly he desired to
make the acquai ntance of the owner of so magnificent a voice

The Cock, suspecting his civilities, said: "Sir, | wish you would
do nme the favor of going around to the hollow trunk bel ow nme, and
waki ng nmy porter, so that he may open the door and let you in."
When the Fox approached the tree, the Dog sprang out and caught

him and tore himto pieces.

The Wl f and t he Goat

A WOLF saw a Goat feeding at the sunmit of a steep precipice,
where he had no chance of reaching her. He called to her and
earnestly begged her to cone | ower down, |est she fall by sone
m shap; and he added that the nmeadows | ay where he was standing,
and that the herbage was nost tender. She replied, "No, ny
friend, it is not for the pasture that you invite ne, but for

yoursel f, who are in want of food."

The Lion and the Bul

A LION, greatly desiring to capture a Bull, and yet afraid to

attack himon account of his great size, resorted to a trick to



ensure his destruction. He approached the Bull and said, "I have
slain a fine sheep, ny friend; and if you will cone hone and
partake of himwith ne, | shall be delighted to have your

conpany. The Lion said this in the hope that, as the Bull was in
the act of reclining to eat, he night attack himto advantage,

and make his nmeal on him The Bull, on approaching the Lion's
den, saw the huge spits and gi ant cal drons, and no sign whatever
of the sheep, and, without saying a word, quietly took his
departure. The Lion inquired why he went off so abruptly without
a word of salutation to his host, who had not given himany cause
for offense. "I have reasons enough," said the Bull. "I see no

i ndi cati on whatever of your having slaughtered a sheep, while

do see very plainly every preparation for your dining on a bull."

The Goat and the Ass

A MAN once kept a Goat and an Ass. The Goat, envying the Ass on
account of his greater abundance of food, said, "How shanefully
you are treated: at one tinme grinding in the nmll, and at another
carryi ng heavy burdens"; and he further advised himto pretend to
be epileptic and fall into a ditch and so obtain rest. The Ass
listened to his words, and falling into a ditch, was very nuch
bruised. His master, sending for a | eech, asked his advice. He
bade hi m pour upon the wounds the lungs of a Goat. They at once

killed the Goat, and so heal ed the Ass.

The Town Muse and the Country Muse

A COUNTRY MOUSE invited a Town Mouse, an intimate friend, to pay
hima visit and partake of his country fare. As they were on the

bare pl ow ands, eating there wheat-stocks and roots pulled up



fromthe hedgerow, the Town Mwuse said to his friend, "You live
here the life of the ants, while in ny house is the horn of
plenty. | am surrounded by every luxury, and if you will cone
with me, as | wi sh you would, you shall have an anpl e share of ny
dainties.” The Country Mouse was easily persuaded, and returned
to town with his friend. On his arrival, the Town Muse pl aced
bef ore himbread, barley, beans, dried figs, honey, raisins, and,
| ast of all, brought a dainty piece of cheese froma basket. The
Country Mouse, being nmuch delighted at the sight of such good
cheer, expressed his satisfaction in warmterms and | anented his
own hard fate. Just as they were beginning to eat, soneone
opened the door, and they both ran off squeaking, as fast as they
could, to a hole so narrow that two could only find roomin it by
squeezing. They had scarcely begun their repast again when
sonmeone el se entered to take sonething out of a cupboard,

wher eupon the two Mce, nore frightened than before, ran away and

hid thenselves. At |ast the Country Muse, alnost famn shed, said

to his friend: "Although you have prepared for me so dainty a
feast, | must leave you to enjoy it by yourself. It is
surrounded by too many dangers to please me. | prefer ny bare

pl om ands and roots fromthe hedgerow, where | can live in

safety, and wi thout fear."

The Wl f, the Fox, and the Ape

A WOLF accused a Fox of theft, but the Fox entirely denied the
charge. An Ape undertook to adjudge the matter between them
When each had fully stated his case the Ape announced this
sentence: "l do not think you, WIf, ever lost what you claim
and | do believe you, Fox, to have stolen what you so stoutly

deny. "



The di shonest, if they act honestly, get no credit.

The Fly and the Draught-Mile

A FLY sat on the axle-tree of a chariot, and addressing the
Draught - Mul e said, "How slow you are! Wiy do you not go faster?
See if | do not prick your neck with my sting." The Draught-Mile
replied, "I do not heed your threats; |I only care for himwho
sits above you, and who qui ckens ny pace with his whip, or holds
me back with the reins. Away, therefore, with your insol ence

for I know well when to go fast, and when to go slow "

The Fi shernen

SOMVE FI SHERMEN were out trawling their nets. Perceiving themto
be very heavy, they danced about for joy and supposed that they
had taken a | arge catch. Wen they had dragged the nets to the
shore they found but few fish: the nets were full of sand and
stones, and the nmen were beyond neasure cast downso nuch at the
di sappoi ntment which had befallen them but because they had
formed such very different expectations. One of their conpany,
an old man, said, "Let us cease |lanenting, ny mates, for, as it
seenms to ne, sorrow is always the twin sister of joy; and it was
only to be |l ooked for that we, who just now were over-rejoiced,

shoul d next have sonething to nmake us sad.”

The Lion and the Three Bulls

THREE BULLS for a long tine pastured together. A Lion lay in
anbush in the hope of naking themhis prey, but was afraid to

attack them while they kept together. Having at |ast by guilefu



speeches succeeded in separating them he attacked them wi t hout
fear as they fed alone, and feasted on them one by one at his own

| ei sure

Union is strength.

The Fow er and the Viper

A FOALER, taking his bird-linme and his twigs, went out to catch
birds. Seeing a thrush sitting upon a tree, he wished to take
it, and fitting his twigs to a proper length, watched intently,
havi ng his whol e thoughts directed towards the sky. Wile thus
| ooki ng upwards, he unknowi ngly trod upon a Viper asleep just
before his feet. The Viper, turning about, stung him and
falling into a swoon, the man said to hinself, "We is ne! that
while | purposed to hunt another, | amnyself fallen unawares

into the snares of death."

The Horse and the Ass

A HORSE, proud of his fine trappings, nmet an Ass on the hi ghway.
The Ass, being heavily |aden, noved slowy out of the way.
"Hardly," said the Horse, "can | resist kicking you with ny
heels." The Ass held his peace, and nade only a silent appeal to
the justice of the gods. Not |ong afterwards the Horse, having
becone broken-w nded, was sent by his owner to the farm The
Ass, seeing himdrawi ng a dungcart, thus derided him "Were, O
boaster, are now all thy gay trappi ngs, thou who are thyself

reduced to the condition you so lately treated with contenpt?

The Fox and t he Mask



A FOX entered the house of an actor and, rummagi ng through al
his properties, canme upon a Mask, an adnirable imtation of a
human head. He placed his paws on it and said, "Wat a beautiful

head! Yet it is of no value, as it entirely lacks brains."

The CGeese and the Cranes

THE GEESE and the Cranes were feeding in the sane neadow, when a
bi rdcatcher cane to ensnare themin his nets. The Cranes, being
light of wing, fled away at his approach; while the Geese, being

sl ower of flight and heavier in their bodies, were captured.

The Blind Man and the Wel p

A BLIND MAN was accustoned to distinguishing different aninals by
touching themw th his hands. The whelp of a WIf was brought
him with a request that he would feel it, and say what it was.
He felt it, and being in doubt, said: "I do not quite know
whether it is the cub of a Fox, or the whelp of a WIf, but this
I know full well. It would not be safe to adnmit himto the

sheepfol d. "

Evil tendencies are shown in early life.

The Dogs and the Fox

SOME DOGS, finding the skin of a lion, began to tear it in pieces
with their teeth. A Fox, seeing them said, "If this lion were
alive, you would soon find out that his claws were stronger than

your teeth.



It is easy to kick a nman that is down.

The Cobbl er Turned Doct or

A COBBLER unable to make a living by his trade and nmade desperate
by poverty, began to practice nedicine in a town in which he was

not known. He sold a drug, pretending that it was an antidote to
al | poisons, and obtained a great name for hinmself by |ong-w nded

puf fs and advertisenents. Wen the Cobbl er happened to fall sick

hi nsel f of a serious illness, the Governor of the town deternined
to test his skill. For this purpose he called for a cup, and
while filling it with water, pretended to m x poison with the

Cobbl er's antidote, comuanding himto drink it on the pronise of

a reward. The Cobbler, under the fear of death, confessed that

he had no know edge of nedicine, and was only nade fanous by the
stupid clanors of the crowd. The Governor then called a public
assenbly and addressed the citizens: "O what folly have you been
guilty? You have not hesitated to entrust your heads to a nan,

whom no one could enploy to nmake even the shoes for their feet."

The Wl f and the Horse

A WOLF coming out of a field of oats net a Horse and thus
addressed him "I would advise you to go into that field. It is
full of fine oats, which | have left untouched for you, as you

are a friend whom| would |l ove to hear enjoying good eating." The
Horse replied, "If oats had been the food of wolves, you would

never have indul ged your ears at the cost of your belly.”

Men of evil reputation, when they performa good deed, fail to



get credit for it.

The Brother and the Sister

A FATHER had one son and one daughter, the former remnarkable for
his good | ooks, the latter for her extraordinary ugliness. Wile
they were playing one day as children, they happened by chance to
| ook together into a mrror that was placed on their nother's
chair. The boy congratul ated hinself on his good | ooks; the girl
grew angry, and could not bear the self-praises of her Brother
interpreting all he said (and how could she do otherw se?) into
reflection on herself. She ran off to her father. to be avenged
on her Brother, and spitefully accused himof having, as a boy,
made use of that which belonged only to girls. The father
enbraced them both, and bestow ng his kisses and affection
inmpartially on each, said, "I wi sh you both would | ook into the
mrror every day: you, ny son, that you may not spoil your beauty
by evil conduct; and you, ny daughter, that you may nmake up for

your lack of beauty by your virtues."

The Wasps, the Partridges, and the Farnmer

THE WASPS and the Partridges, overconme with thirst, cane to a
Farmer and besought himto give them sone water to drink. They
prom sed anply to repay himthe favor which they asked. The
Partridges declared that they would dig around his vines and nake
them produce finer grapes. The Wasps said that they would keep
guard and drive off thieves with their stings. But the Farner
interrupted them saying: "I have already two oxen, who, without
maki ng any promi ses, do all these things. It is surely better

for me to give the water to themthan to you."



The Crow and Mercury

A CROW caught in a snare prayed to Apollo to release him naking
a vow to of fer some franki ncense at his shrine. But when rescued
fromhis danger, he forgot his promi se. Shortly afterwards

again caught in a snare, he passed by Apollo and nade the sane
promise to of fer frankincense to Mercury. Mercury soon appeared
and said to him "O thou nost base fell ow? how can | believe

t hee, who hast di sowned and wonged thy former patron?

The North Wnd and the Sun

THE NORTH W ND and the Sun disputed as to which was the nost
powerful, and agreed that he should be declared the victor who
could first strip a wayfaring nan of his clothes. The North Wnd
first tried his power and blewwth all his mght, but the keener
his blasts, the closer the Travel er wrapped his cloak around him
until at last, resigning all hope of victory, the Wnd called
upon the Sun to see what he could do. The Sun suddenly shone out
with all his warnth. The Travel er no sooner felt his genial rays
than he took off one garment after another, and at last, fairly
overcone with heat, undressed and bathed in a streamthat lay in

hi s path.

Persuasion is better than Force.

The Two Men Who Were Enem es

TWD MEN, deadly enenies to each other, were sailing in the sane
vessel. Deternined to keep as far apart as possible, the one

seated hinmself in the stem and the other in the prow of the



ship. A violent stormarose, and with the vessel in great danger
of sinking, the one in the stern inquired of the pilot which of
the two ends of the ship would go down first. On his replying
that he supposed it would be the prow, the Man said, "Death would
not be grievous to ne, if | could only see ny Eneny die before

ne.

The Ganecocks and the Partridge

A MAN had two Ganecocks in his poultry-yard. One day by chance
he found a tame Partridge for sale. He purchased it and brought
it home to be reared with his Ganecocks. Wen the Partridge was
put into the poultry-yard, they struck at it and followed it
about, so that the Partridge becane grievously troubled and
supposed that he was thus evilly treated because he was a
stranger. Not |ong afterwards he saw t he Cocks fighting together
and not separating before one had well beaten the other. He then
said to hinself, "I shall no longer distress nyself at being
struck at by these Ganmecocks, when | see that they cannot even

refrain fromaquarreling with each other."

The Quack Frog

A FROG once upon a tine cane forth fromhis home in the marsh and
proclained to all the beasts that he was a | earned physi ci an,

skilled in the use of drugs and able to heal all diseases. A Fox
asked him "How can you pretend to prescribe for others, when you

are unable to heal your own | ane gait and winkl ed skin?

The Lion, the Wlf, and the Fox



A LION, growing old, lay sick in his cave. Al the beasts cane
to visit their king, except the Fox. The Wl f therefore,
thinking that he had a capital opportunity, accused the Fox to
the Lion of not paying any respect to himwho had the rule over
themall and of not comng to visit him At that very nonent the
Fox canme in and heard these last words of the Wlf. The Lion
roaring out in a rage against him the Fox sought an opportunity
to defend hinself and said, "And who of all those who have cone
to you have benefited you so nuch as I, who have travel ed from

pl ace to place in every direction, and have sought and | earnt
fromthe physicians the neans of healing you?" The Lion conmanded
himinmrediately to tell himthe cure, when he replied, "You nust
flay a wolf alive and wap his skin yet warm around you." The
Wl f was at once taken and flayed; whereon the Fox, turning to
him said with a snile, "You should have noved your nmaster not to

ill, but to good, will."

The Dog's House

IN THE WNTERTIME, a Dog curled up in as small a space as
possi bl e on account of the cold, determ ned to nmake hinself a
house. However when the sumer returned again, he |ay asl eep
stretched at his full length and appeared to hinself to be of a
great size. Now he considered that it would be neither an easy
nor a necessary work to nmake hinself such a house as woul d

accommbdat e him

The Wl f and the Lion

ROAM NG BY t he npunt ai nside at sundown, a Wl f saw his own shadow

becone greatly extended and nagnified, and he said to hinself,



"Why should I, being of such an i nmense size and extending nearly
an acre in length, be afraid of the Lion? Qught I not to be
acknow edged as King of all the collected beasts? Wile he was
i ndulging in these proud thoughts, a Lion fell upon him and
killed him He exclaimed with a too | ate repentance, "Wetched
me! this overestimation of nyself is the cause of ny

destruction.”

The Birds, the Beasts, and the Bat

THE BI RDS waged war with the Beasts, and each were by turns the
conquerors. A Bat, fearing the uncertain issues of the fight,

al ways fought on the side which he felt was the strongest. Wen
peace was proclained, his deceitful conduct was apparent to both
conbatants. Therefore being condemmed by each for his treachery,
he was driven forth fromthe light of day, and henceforth
conceal ed hinself in dark hiding-places, flying always al one and

at night.

The Spendthrift and the Swal | ow

A YOUNG MAN, a great spendthrift, had run through all his
patrinmony and had but one good cloak left. One day he happened
to see a Swall ow, which had appeared before its season, skinmm ng
along a pool and twittering gaily. He supposed that sumer had
cone, and went and sold his cloak. Not many days later, winter
set in again with renewed frost and cold. Wen he found the
unfortunate Swallow |ifel ess on the ground, he said, "Unhappy

bi rd! what have you done? By thus appearing before the springtine
you have not only killed yourself, but you have w ought ny

destruction also."



The Fox and the Lion

A FOX saw a Lion confined in a cage, and standi ng near him
bitterly reviled him The Lion said to the Fox, "It is not thou

who revilest ne; but this m schance which has befallen ne."

The OM and the Birds

AN OAL, in her wisdom counseled the Birds that when the acorn
first began to sprout, to pull it all up out of the ground and
not allowit to grow. She said acorns would produce mnistl etoe,
fromwhich an irrenedi abl e poi son, the bird-

lime, would be extracted and by whi ch they woul d be captured.

The OM next advised themto pluck up the seed of the flax, which
men had sown, as it was a plant which boded no good to them

And, lastly, the OM, seeing an archer approach, predicted that
this man, being on foot, would contrive darts arned with feathers
which would fly faster than the wings of the Birds thensel ves.
The Birds gave no credence to these warning words, but considered
the OM to be beside herself and said that she was nmad. But
afterwards, finding her words were true, they wondered at her
know edge and deened her to be the wisest of birds. Hence it is
that when she appears they look to her as knowi ng all things,
whil e she no | onger gives them advice, but in solitude | aments

their past folly.

The Trunpeter Taken Prisoner

A TRUWPETER, bravely |eading on the soldiers, was captured by the

eneny. He cried out to his captors, "Pray spare nme, and do not



take ny life without cause or without inquiry. | have not slain
a single man of your troop. | have no arms, and carry nothing
but this one brass trunpet." "That is the very reason for which
you should be put to death," they said; "for, while you do not

fight yourself, your trunpet stirs all the others to battle.”

The Ass in the Lion's Skin

AN ASS, having put on the Lion's skin, roamed about in the forest
and anused hinself by frightening all the foolish animals he net
in his wanderings. At last coming upon a Fox, he tried to

frighten himal so, but the Fox no sooner heard the sound of his
than he exclained, "I mght possibly have been frightened

mysel f, if | had not heard your bray."

The Sparrow and the Hare

A HARE pounced upon by an eagl e sobbed very rmuch and uttered
cries like a child. A Sparrow upbrai ded her and said, "Were now
is thy remarkabl e swi ftness of foot? Wiy were your feet so sl ow?"
Whil e the Sparrow was thus speaking, a hawk suddenly seized him
and killed him The Hare was conforted in her death, and
expiring said, "Ah! you who so lately, when you supposed yourself
safe, exulted over ny calanity, have now reason to deplore a

simlar msfortune."

The Fl ea and the Ox

A FLEA thus questioned an Ox: "What ails you, that being so huge
and strong, you subnmt to the wongs you receive frommen and

slave for themday by day, while I, being so small a creature,



nmercilessly feed on their flesh and drink their blood without
stint?” The Ox replied: "I do not wish to be ungrateful, for | am
| oved and well cared for by nen, and they often pat ny head and
shoul ders.” "We's nmel" said the flea; "this very patting which
you |ike, whenever it happens to nme, brings with it ny inevitable

destruction.”

The Goods and the Il1ls

ALL the Goods were once driven out by the Ills fromthat comon
share which they each had in the affairs of mankind; for the Ills
by reason of their numbers had prevailed to possess the earth.
The Goods wafted thensel ves to heaven and asked for a righteous
vengeance on their persecutors. They entreated Jupiter that they
m ght no |l onger be associated with the Ills, as they had not hing
in common and could not live together, but were engaged in
unceasing warfare; and that an indissoluble | aw might be laid
down for their future protection. Jupiter granted their request
and decreed that henceforth the Ills should visit the earth in
conmpany with each other, but that the Goods should one by one
enter the habitations of men. Hence it arises that Ills abound,
for they cone not one by one, but in troops, and by no neans
singly: while the Goods proceed from Jupiter, and are given, not
alike to all, but singly, and separately; and one by one to those

who are able to discern them

The Dove and the Crow

A DOVE shut up in a cage was boasting of the |arge nunber of
young ones whi ch she had hatched. A Crow hearing her, said: "M

good friend, cease fromthis unseasonabl e boasting. The |arger



the nunber of your famly, the greater your cause of sorrow, in

seeing them shut up in this prison-house."

Mercury and the Worknen

A WORKMAN, felling wood by the side of a river, let his axe drop
- by accident into a deep pool. Being thus deprived of the nmeans
of his livelihood, he sat down on the bank and | anented his hard
fate. Mercury appeared and denmanded the cause of his tears.
After he told himhis msfortune, Mercury plunged into the
stream and, bringing up a golden axe, inquired if that were the
one he had lost. On his saying that it was not his, Mercury

di sappeared beneath the water a second time, returned with a
silver axe in his hand, and again asked the Workman if it were
his. Wen the Workrman said it was not, he dived into the poo

for the third tinme and brought up the axe that had been | ost.

The Workman clained it and expressed his joy at its recovery.
Mercury, pleased with his honesty, gave himthe golden and sil ver
axes in addition to his own. The Workman, on his return to his
house, related to his conpanions all that had happened. One of
them at once resolved to try and secure the sane good fortune for
hinself. He ran to the river and threw his axe on purpose into
the pool at the sane place, and sat down on the bank to weep.
Mercury appeared to himjust as he hoped he woul d; and havi ng

| earned the cause of his grief, plunged into the stream and
brought up a golden axe, inquiring if he had lost it. The
Workman seized it greedily, and declared that truly it was the
very sanme axe that he had lost. Mercury, displeased at his
knavery, not only took away the gol den axe, but refused to

recover for himthe axe he had thrown into the pool

The Eagl e and t he Jackdaw



AN EAGLE, flying down fromhis perch on a |ofty rock, seized upon
a lanb and carried himaloft in his talons. A Jackdaw, who

wi t nessed the capture of the lanb, was stirred with envy and
deternmined to emulate the strength and flight of the Eagle. He
flew around with a great whir of his wings and settled upon a
large ram with the intention of carrying himoff, but his claws
becane entangled in the rams fleece and he was not able to

rel ease hinmself, although he fluttered with his feathers as mnuch
as he could. The shepherd, seeing what had happened, ran up and
caught him He at once clipped the Jackdaw s wi ngs, and taking
hi m home at night, gave himto his children. On their saying,
"Father, what kind of birdis it? he replied, "To ny certain

know edge he is a Daw; but he would like you to think an Eagle."

The Fox and the Crane

A FOX invited a Crane to supper and provided nothing for his
entertai nnent but some soup made of pul se, which was poured out
into a broad flat stone dish. The soup fell out of the long bill
of the Crane at every nouthful, and his vexation at not being
able to eat afforded the Fox much amusenment. The Crane, in his
turn, asked the Fox to sup with him and set before her a flagon
with a long narrow nouth, so that he could easily insert his neck
and enjoy its contents at his leisure. The Fox, unable even to
taste it, met with a fitting requital, after the fashion of her

own hospitality.

Jupiter, Neptune, M nerva, and Monus



ACCORDI NG to an ancient |egend, the first nman was nade by
Jupiter, the first bull by Neptune, and the first house by

M nerva. On the completion of their |abors, a dispute arose as
to which had nmade the nost perfect work. They agreed to appoint
Monmus as judge, and to abide by his decision. Mrnus, however,
bei ng very envious of the handicraft of each, found fault with
all. He first blanmed the work of Neptune because he had not nade
the horns of the bull below his eyes, so he might better see
where to strike. He then condemmed the work of Jupiter, because
he had not placed the heart of nman on the outside, that everyone
nmi ght read the thoughts of the evil disposed and take precautions
agai nst the intended mschief. And, lastly, he inveighed against
M nerva because she had not contrived iron wheels in the
foundati on of her house, so its inhabitants might nore easily
renove if a nei ghbor proved unpleasant. Jupiter, indignant at
such inveterate faultfinding, drove himfromhis office of judge,

and expelled himfromthe mansi ons of 4 ynpus.

The Eagl e and the Fox

AN EAGLE and a Fox formed an intimate friendship and decided to
live near each other. The Eagle built her nest in the branches
of atall tree, while the Fox crept into the underwood and there
produced her young. Not long after they had agreed upon this

pl an, the Eagle, being in want of provision for her young ones,
swooped down while the Fox was out, seized upon one of the little
cubs, and feasted herself and her brood. The Fox on her return,
di scovered what had happened, but was less grieved for the death
of her young than for her inability to avenge them A just
retribution, however, quickly fell upon the Eagle. Wile
hovering near an altar, on which sone villagers were sacrificing

a goat, she suddenly seized a piece of the flesh, and carried it,



along with a burning cinder, to her nest. A strong breeze soon
fanned the spark into a flanme, and the eaglets, as yet unfledged
and hel pl ess, were roasted in their nest and dropped down dead at
the bottomof the tree. There, in the sight of the Eagle, the

Fox gobbl ed t hem up.

The Man and the Satyr

A MAN and a Satyr once drank together in token of a bond of
alliance being formed between them One very cold wintry day, as
they tal ked, the Man put his fingers to his nouth and bl ew on
them Wien the Satyr asked the reason for this, he told himthat
he did it to warm his hands because they were so cold. Later on
in the day they sat down to eat, and the food prepared was quite
scalding. The Man raised one of the dishes a little towards his
mouth and blewin it. Wen the Satyr again inquired the reason,
he said that he did it to cool the neat, which was too hot. "I
can no | onger consider you as a friend," said the Satyr, "a

fellow who with the sane breath bl ows hot and cold."

The Ass and Hi s Purchaser

A MAN wi shed to purchase an Ass, and agreed with its owner that
he should try out the animal before he bought him He took the
Ass honme and put himin the strawyard with his other Asses, upon
which the new aninmal left all the others and at once joined the
one that was nost idle and the greatest eater of themall.

Seeing this, the man put a halter on himand |l ed himback to his
owner. On being asked how, in so short a time, he could have
made a trial of him he answered, "I do not need a trial; | know
that he will be just the sanme as the one he chose for his

conpani on. "



A man is known by the conpany he keeps.

The Two Bags

EVERY MAN, according to an ancient legend, is born into the world
with two bags suspended from his neck all bag in front full of
hi s neighbors' faults, and a | arge bag behind filled with his own
faults. Hence it is that nmen are quick to see the faults of

others, and yet are often blind to their own failings.

The Stag at the Poo

A STAG overpowered by heat cane to a spring to drink. Seeing his
own shadow reflected in the water, he greatly adnired the size
and variety of his horns, but felt angry with hinself for having
such sl ender and weak feet. While he was thus contenpl ating
hinsel f, a Lion appeared at the pool and crouched to spring upon
him The Stag i mediately took to flight, and exerting his

ut nost speed, as long as the plain was snmooth and open kept
hinself easily at a safe distance fromthe Lion. But entering a
wood he becane entangl ed by his horns, and the Lion quickly cane
up to himand caught him \When too late, he thus reproached
hinself: "We is nme! How | have deceived nysel f! These feet which
woul d have saved nme | despised, and | gloried in these antlers

whi ch have proved ny destruction.”

What is nost truly valuable is often underrated

The Jackdaw and t he Fox



A HALF- FAM SHED JACKDAW seat ed hinself on a fig-tree, which had
produced sone fruit entirely out of season, and waited in the
hope that the figs would ripen. A Fox seeing himsitting so |ong
and | earning the reason of his doing so, said to him "You are

i ndeed, sir, sadly deceiving yourself; you are indul ging a hope
strong enough to cheat you, but which will never reward you with

enj oynent . "

The Lark Burying Her Father

THE LARK (according to an ancient | egend) was created before the
earth itself, and when her father died, as there was no earth,
she could find no place of burial for him She let himlie
uninterred for five days, and on the sixth day, not know ng what
el se to do, she buried himin her own head. Hence she obtained
her crest, which is popularly said to be her father's

grave- hi | | ock.

Youth's first duty is reverence to parents.

The Gnat and the Bul

A CGNAT settled on the horn of a Bull, and sat there a long tine.
Just as he was about to fly off, he nade a buzzing noise, and
inquired of the Bull if he would like himto go. The Bul
replied, "I did not know you had cone, and | shall not mss you

when you go away."

Sone nen are of nore consequence in their own eyes than in the

eyes of their neighbors.



The Bitch and Her Whel ps

A BITCH, ready to whel p, earnestly begged a shepherd for a pl ace
where she might litter. Wen her request was granted, she
besought perm ssion to rear her puppies in the sane spot. The
shepherd again consented. But at |last the Bitch, protected by

t he bodyguard of her Whel ps, who had now grown up and were able
to defend thensel ves, asserted her exclusive right to the place

and woul d not permit the shepherd to approach

The Dogs and the Hi des

SOVE DOGS fam shed with hunger saw a nunber of cowhi des steeping
inariver. Not being able to reach them they agreed to drink
up the river, but it happened that they burst thenselves wth

drinking |l ong before they reached the hides.

Attenpt not inpossibilities.

The Shepherd and the Sheep

A SHEPHERD driving his Sheep to a wood, saw an oak of unusua
size full of acorns, and spreadi ng his cloak under the branches,
he clinmbed up into the tree and shook them down. The Sheep
eating the acorns inadvertently frayed and tore the cloak. Wen
t he Shepherd cane down and saw what was done, he said, "O you
nmost ungrateful creatures! You provide wool to make garments for

all other men, but you destroy the clothes of himwho feeds you."

The Grasshopper and the Ow



AN OAL, accustoned to feed at night and to sleep during the day,
was greatly disturbed by the noise of a Gasshopper and earnestly
besought her to stop chirping. The G asshopper refused to
desist, and chirped | ouder and | ouder the nore the OM entreated
When she saw that she could get no redress and that her words
were despised, the OM attacked the chatterer by a stratagem
"Since | cannot sleep," she said, "on account of your song which,
believe me, is sweet as the Iyre of Apollo, | shall indulge
mysel f in drinking some nectar which Pallas lately gave ne. |If
you do not dislike it, conme to ne and we will drink it together."
The Grasshopper, who was thirsty, and pleased with the praise of
her voice, eagerly flew up. The OM came forth from her holl ow,

sei zed her, and put her to death.

The Monkey and the Canel

THE BEASTS of the forest gave a splendid entertai nnent at which
the Monkey stood up and danced. Having vastly delighted the
assenbly, he sat down ami dst universal applause. The Canel,

envi ous of the praises bestowed on the Monkey and desiring to
divert to hinself the favor of the guests, proposed to stand up
in his turn and dance for their anusenent. He noved about in so
utterly ridicul ous a manner that the Beasts, in a fit of

i ndi gnati on, set upon himwth clubs and drove hi mout of the

assenbl y.

It is absurd to ape our betters.

The Peasant and the Appl e-Tree



A PEASANT had in his garden an Appl e-Tree which bore no fruit but
only served as a harbor for the sparrows and grasshoppers. He
resolved to cut it down, and taking his axe in his hand, nade a
bold stroke at its roots. The grasshoppers and sparrows
entreated himnot to cut down the tree that sheltered them but
to spare it, and they would sing to himand lighten his |abors.
He paid no attention to their request, but gave the tree a second
and a third bloww th his axe. Wen he reached the holl ow of the
tree, he found a hive full of honey. Having tasted the
honeyconb, he threw down his axe, and |ooking on the tree as

sacred, took great care of it.

Sel f-interest al one noves sone nen.

The Two Sol di ers and t he Robber

TWDO SOLDI ERS traveling together were set upon by a Robber. The
one fled away; the other stood his ground and defended hinsel f
with his stout right hand. The Robber being slain, the timd
conpani on ran up and drew his sword, and then, throw ng back his
traveling cloak said, "I'll at him and I'll take care he shall

| earn whom he has attacked.” On this, he who had fought with the
Robber made answer, "I only wish that you had hel ped nme just now,
even if it had been only with those words, for | should have been
the nmore encouraged, believing themto be true; but now put up
your sword in its sheath and hold your equally usel ess tongue,
till you can deceive others who do not know you. 1|, indeed, who
have experienced with what speed you run away, know right well

that no dependence can be placed on your valor."

The Trees Under the Protection of the Gods



THE GODS, according to an ancient |egend, nade choice of certain
trees to be under their special protection. Jupiter chose the
oak, Venus the nyrtle, Apollo the laurel, Cybele the pine, and
Hercul es the poplar. M nerva, wondering why they had preferred

trees not yielding fruit, inquired the reason for their choice.

Jupiter replied, "It is |lest we should seemto covet the honor
for the fruit." But said Mnerva, "Let anyone say what he w |l
the olive is nore dear to nme on account of its fruit." Then said

Jupiter, "My daughter, you are rightly called w se; for unless

what we do is useful, the glory of it is vain."

The Mt her and the Wl f

A FAM SHED WOLF was prowl i ng about in the norning in search of
food. As he passed the door of a cottage built in the forest, he

heard a Mother say to her child, "Be quiet, or I will throw you

out of the window, and the WIf shall eat you." The WIf sat al
day waiting at the door. |In the evening he heard the sane wonan
fondling her child and saying: "You are quiet now, and if the
Wl f should cone, we will kill him" The Wl f, hearing these

wor ds, went honme, gasping with cold and hunger. When he reached
his den, Mstress Wl f inquired of himwhy he returned wearied
and supperless, so contrary to his wont. He replied: "Wy,

f or soot h!

use | gave credence to the words of a woman!"

The Ass and the Horse

AN ASS besought a Horse to spare hima snmall portion of his feed.
"Yes," said the Horse; "if any remains out of what | am now

eating | will give it you for the sake of nmy own superi or



dignity, and if you will cone when | reach ny own stall in the
evening, | will give you a little sack full of barley." The Ass
replied, "Thank you. But | can't think that you, who refuse ne a
little matter now. will by and by confer on ne a greater

benefit."

Truth and the Travel er

A VAYFARI NG MAN, traveling in the desert, net a wonan standi ng
alone and terribly dejected. He inquired of her, "Wo art thou?"
"My nane is Truth," she replied. "And for what cause," he asked,
"have you left the city to dwell alone here in the wi | derness?"
She made answer, "Because in former tines, falsehood was with

few, but is nowwith all nen."

The Mansl| ayer

A MAN conmitted a nurder, and was pursued by the relations of the
man whom he nurdered. On his reaching the river Nile he saw a
Lion on its bank and being fearfully afraid, clinbed up a tree.
He found a serpent in the upper branches of the tree, and again
being greatly alarned, he threw hinself into the river, where a
crocodil e caught himand ate him Thus the earth, the air, and

the water alike refused shelter to a nurderer

The Lion and the Fox

A FOX entered into partnership with a Lion on the pretense of
becom ng his servant. Each undertook his proper duty in
accordance with his own nature and powers. The Fox di scovered
and pointed out the prey; the Lion sprang on it and seized it.
The Fox soon became jeal ous of the Lion carrying off the Lion's

share, and said that he would no I onger find out the prey, but



woul d capture it on his own account. The next day he attenpted
to snatch a lanb fromthe fold, but he hinmself fell prey to the

hunt snmen and hounds.

The Lion and the Eagle

AN EAGLE stayed his flight and entreated a Lion to nmake an
alliance with himto their nutual advantage. The Lion replied,

"I have no objection, but you nust excuse nme for requiring you to
find surety for your good faith, for how can | trust anyone as a
friend who is able to fly away from his bargai n whenever he

pl eases?

Try before you trust.

The Hen and t he Swal | ow

A HEN finding the eggs of a viper and carefully keeping them
warm nourished theminto life. A Swallow, observing what she
had done, said, "You silly creature! why have you hatched these
vi pers whi ch, when they shall have grown, will inflict injury on

all, beginning with yoursel f?

The Buffoon and the Countrynan

A RI CH NOBLEMAN once opened the theaters w thout charge to the
peopl e, and gave a public notice that he would handsonely reward
any person who invented a new amusenent for the occasion.
Various public perforners contended for the prize. Anobng them
came a Buffoon well known anong the popul ace for his jokes, and
said that he had a kind of entertai nment which had never been
brought out on any stage before. This report being spread about

made a great stir, and the theater was crowded in every part.



The Buffoon appeared al one upon the platform w thout any
apparatus or confederates, and the very sense of expectation
caused an intense silence. He suddenly bent his head towards his
bosomand inmitated the squeaking of a little pig so adnmirably
with his voice that the audi ence declared he had a porker under
his cl oak, and demanded that it should be shaken out. When that
was done and nothing was found, they cheered the actor, and

| oaded himwith the | oudest applause. A Countryman in the crowd,
observing all that has passed, said, "So help me, Hercules, he
shall not beat me at that trick!" and at once proclained that he
woul d do the sanme thing on the next day, though in a nuch nore
natural way. On the nmorrow a still larger crowd assenbled in the
theater, but now partiality for their favorite actor very
generally prevailed, and the audi ence canme rather to ridicule the
Countryman than to see the spectacle. Both of the perforners
appeared on the stage. The Buffoon grunted and squeaked away
first, and obtained, as on the preceding day, the appl ause and
cheers of the spectators. Next the Countryman commenced, and
pretending that he concealed a little pig beneath his clothes
(which in truth he did, but not suspected by the audi ence )
contrived to take hold of and to pull his ear causing the pig to
squeak. The Crowd, however, cried out with one consent that the
Buf f oon had given a far nore exact inmtation, and clanored for
the Countryman to be kicked out of the theater. On this the
rustic produced the little pig fromhis cloak and showed by the
nmost positive proof the greatness of their mstake. "Look here,”

he said, "this shows what sort of judges you are."

The Crow and the Serpent

A CRONin great want of food saw a Serpent asleep in a sunny
nook, and flying down, greedily seized him The Serpent, turning

about, bit the Crowwith a nortal wound. In the agony of death,



the bird exclained: "O unhappy ne! who have found in that which I

deermed a happy wi ndfall the source of ny destruction.”

The Hunter and the Hor seman

A CERTAI N HUNTER, having snared a hare, placed it upon his

shoul ders and set out honmewards. On his way he net a nman on

hor seback who begged the hare of him under the pretense of
purchasing it. However, when the Horseman got the hare, he rode
off as fast as he could. The Hunter ran after him as if he was
sure of overtaking him but the Horseman increased nore and nore
the di stance between them The Hunter, sorely against his wll,
called out to himand said, "Get along with you! for I will now

make you a present of the hare."

The King's Son and the Painted Lion

A KING whose only son was fond of martial exercises, had a dream
in which he was warned that his son would be killed by a lion
Afraid the dream should prove true, he built for his son a

pl easant pal ace and adorned its walls for his anusenent with al
kinds of life-sized aninmals, anmong which was the picture of a
lion. When the young Prince saw this, his grief at being thus
confined burst out afresh, and, standing near the lion, he said:
"O you nost detestable of animals! through a |lying dream of ny
father's, which he saw in his sleep, | amshut up on your account
inthis palace as if | had been a girl: what shall | now do to
you?' Wth these words he stretched out his hands toward a
thorn-tree, meaning to cut a stick fromits branches so that he
m ght beat the lion. But one of the tree's prickles pierced his
finger and caused great pain and inflammtion, so that the young
Prince fell dowm in a fainting fit. A violent fever suddenly set

in, fromwhich he died not many days |ater



We had better bear our troubles bravely than try to escape them

The Cat and Venus

A CAT fell in love with a handsone young nman, and entreated Venus
to change her into the formof a woman. Venus consented to her
request and transforned her into a beautiful danmsel, so that the
youth saw her and | oved her, and took her hone as his bride.
Wiile the two were reclining in their chanber, Venus wi shing to
di scover if the Cat in her change of shape had also altered her
habits of life, et down a nouse in the nmddle of the room The
Cat, quite forgetting her present condition, started up fromthe
couch and pursued the nouse, wishing to eat it. Venus was nuch

di sappoi nted and agai n caused her to return to her former shape.

Nat ure exceeds nurture.

The She- Goats and Their Beards

THE SHE- GOATS havi ng obtai ned a beard by request to Jupiter, the
He- Goats were sorely displeased and nade conpl ai nt that the

fermal es equaled themin dignity. "Alow them" said Jupiter, "to

enjoy an enpty honor and to assune the badge of your nobler sex,

so long as they are not your equals in strength or courage."

It matters little if those who are inferior to us in nerit should

be like us in outside appearances.

The Canel and the Arab

AN ARAB CAMEL- DRI VER, after conpleting the | oading of his Canel,



asked hi m which he would Iike best, to go up hill or down. The
poor beast replied, not wthout a touch of reason: "Wy do you

ask ne? Is it that the level way through the desert is closed?"

The MIler, H's Son, and Their Ass

A M LLER and his son were driving their Ass to a neighboring fair
to sell him They had not gone far when they net with a troop of
wonen col l ected round a well, tal king and | aughing. "Look
there," cried one of them "did you ever see such fellows, to be
trudgi ng along the road on foot when they mght ride? The old
man hearing this, quickly made his son nount the Ass, and
continued to wal k along nmerrily by his side. Presently they cane
up to a group of old nmen in earnest debate. "There," said one of
them "it proves what | was a-saying. Wat respect is shown to
old age in these days? Do you see that idle lad riding while his
old father has to wal k? Get down, you young scapegrace, and |et
the old man rest his weary linbs." Upon this the old man nade his
son di smount, and got up hinself. In this manner they had not
proceeded far when they net a conpany of wonen and children

"Why, you lazy old fellow," cried several tongues at once, "how
can you ride upon the beast, while that poor little lad there can
hardly keep pace by the side of you?' The good-natured Ml er

i mredi ately took up his son behind him They had now al nost

reached the town. "Pray, honest friend," said a citizen, "is

that Ass your own?' "Yes," replied the old man. "O one would
not have thought so," said the other, "by the way you | oad him
Why, you two fellows are better able to carry the poor beast than
he you." "Anything to please you," said the old nan; "we can but
try." So, alighting with his son, they tied the I egs of the Ass

together and with the help of a pole endeavored to carry himon

their shoul ders over a bridge near the entrance to the town.



This entertaining sight brought the people in crowds to | augh at
it, till the Ass, not liking the noise nor the strange handling
that he was subject to, broke the cords that bound hi mand,
tunbling off the pole, fell into the river. Upon this, the old
man, vexed and ashaned, nade the best of his way hone again,
convi nced that by endeavoring to please everybody he had pl eased

nobody, and lost his Ass in the bargain.

The Crow and the Sheep

A TROUBLESOVE CROW seated herself on the back of a Sheep. The
Sheep, nuch against his will, carried her backward and forward
for along tine, and at last said, "If you had treated a dog in
this way, you would have had your deserts fromhis sharp teeth.”
To this the Crow replied, "I despise the wak and yield to the
strong. | know whom | may bully and whom | nust flatter; and

thus prolong ny life to a good old age."

The Fox and the Branble

A FOX was mounting a hedge when he | ost his footing and caught
hold of a Branble to save hinself. Having pricked and grievously
tomthe soles of his feet, he accused the Branbl e because, when
he had fled to her for assistance, she had used hi mworse than
the hedge itself. The Branble, interrupting him said, "But you
really nmust have been out of your senses to fasten yourself on

me, who am nyself always accustoned to fasten upon others."

The Wl f and the Lion

A WOLF, having stolen a lanb froma fold, was carrying himoff to
his lair. A Lion met himin the path, and seizing the | anb, took

it fromhim Standing at a safe distance, the WIf excl ai ned,



"You have unrighteously taken that which was mne fromne!" To
which the Lion jeeringly replied, "It was righteously yours, eh?

The gift of a friend?

The Dog and the Oyster

A DOG used to eating eggs, saw an Oyster and, opening his nouth
toits widest extent, swallowed it down with the utnost relish
supposing it to be an egg. Soon afterwards suffering great pain
in his stomach, he said, "I deserve all this tornment, for ny

folly in thinking that everything round nust be an egg."

They who act without sufficient thought, will often fall into

unsuspect ed danger

The Ant and t he Dove

AN ANT went to the bank of a river to quench its thirst, and
being carried away by the rush of the stream was on the point of
drowning. A Dove sitting on a tree overhangi ng the water plucked
a leaf and let it fall into the streamclose to her. The Ant
clinmbed onto it and floated in safety to the bank. Shortly
afterwards a birdcatcher came and stood under the tree, and laid
his lime-twigs for the Dove, which sat in the branches. The Ant,
perceiving his design, stung himin the foot. 1In pain the

bi rdcatcher threw down the twi gs, and the noi se nade the Dove

take wi ng.

The Partridge and the Fow er

A FOALER caught a Partridge and was about to kill it. The
Partridge earnestly begged himto spare his life, saying, "Pray,
master, pernit ne tolive and | will entice nmany Partridges to

you in reconpense for your nercy to nme." The Fower replied, "I



shall now with | ess scruple take your life, because you are
willing to save it at the cost of betraying your friends and

rel ations.”

The Flea and the Man

A MAN, very nmuch annoyed with a Flea, caught himat |ast, and
said, "Who are you who dare to feed on ny linbs, and to cost ne
so rmuch trouble in catching you?” The Flea replied, "O ny dear
sir, pray spare ny life, and destroy nme not, for | cannot

possi bly do you much harm™" The Man, |aughing, replied, "Now you
shall certainly die by m ne own hands, for no evil, whether it be

smal |l or large, ought to be tolerated."

The Thi eves and the Cock

SOVE THI EVES broke into a house and found not hing but a Cock
whom t hey stole, and got off as fast as they could. Upon

arriving at hone they prepared to kill the Cock, who thus pleaded

for his life: "Pray spare ne; | amvery serviceable to nmen. |
wake themup in the night to their work." "That is the very
reason why we nust the nore kill you,"” they replied; "for when

you wake your nei ghbors, you entirely put an end to our

busi ness. "

The safeguards of virtue are hateful to those with evi

i ntentions.

The Dog and the Cook

A RICH MAN gave a great feast, to which he invited many friends
and acquai ntances. H's Dog availed hinself of the occasion to

invite a stranger Dog, a friend of his, saying, "My master gives



a feast, and there is always nmuch food renmining; cone and sup
with ne tonight." The Dog thus invited went at the hour

appoi nted, and seeing the preparations for so grand an
entertainnent, said in the joy of his heart, "How glad | amthat
I canme! | do not often get such a chance as this. | wll take
care and eat enough to last me both today and tonorrow. " \While he
was congratul ating hinself and wagging his tail to convey his

pl easure to his friend, the Cook saw hi m novi ng about anong his
di shes and, seizing himby his fore and hind paws, bundl ed hi m
wi t hout cerenony out of the window He fell with force upon the
ground and |inped away, howing dreadfully. H s yelling soon
attracted other street dogs, who cane up to himand inquired how
he had enjoyed his supper. He replied, "Wy, to tell you the
truth, | drank so nmuch wine that | renenber nothing. | do not

know how | got out of the house.”

The Travel ers and the Pl ane-Tree

TWD TRAVELERS, worn out by the heat of the summer's sun, laid

t hensel ves down at noon under the wi despreadi ng branches of a

Pl ane-Tree. As they rested under its shade, one of the Travelers
said to the other, "Wat a singularly useless tree is the Pl ane!
It bears no fruit, and is not of the |least service to man." The
Pl ane-Tree, interrupting him said, "You ungrateful fellows! Do
you, while receiving benefits fromme and resting under ny shade,

dare to describe ne as usel ess, and unprofitabl e?

Sone nmen underrate their best bl essings.

The Hares and the Frogs

THE HARES, oppressed by their own exceeding timdity and weary of

the perpetual alarmto which they were exposed, with one accord



determined to put an end to thenmselves and their troubles by
junping froma lofty precipice into a deep | ake below. As they
scanpered off in large nunbers to carry out their resolve, the
Frogs lying on the banks of the | ake heard the noise of their
feet and rushed helter-skelter to the deep water for safety. On
seeing the rapid di sappearance of the Frogs, one of the Hares
cried out to his conpanions: "Stay, ny friends, do not do as you
i ntended; for you now see that there are creatures who are stil

nore timd than oursel ves."

The Lion, Jupiter, and the El ephant

THE LI ON wearied Jupiter with his frequent conplaints. "It is
true, OJupiter!" he said, "that | amgigantic in strength
handsone in shape, and powerful in attack. | have jaws well
provided with teeth, and feet furnished with claws, and | lord it

over all the beasts of the forest, and what a disgrace it is,

that being such as | am | should be frightened by the crow ng of
a cock." Jupiter replied, "Wiy do you blanme ne w thout a cause?
have given you all the attributes which | possess nyself, and
your courage never fails you except in this one instance.” On
hearing this the Lion groaned and | anented very nuch and,
reproaching hinself with his cowardi ce, w shed that he might die.
As these thoughts passed through his mnd, he nmet an El ephant and
cane close to hold a conversation with him After a tine he
observed that the El ephant shook his ears very often, and he

i nqui red what was the matter and why his ears noved with such a
trenor every now and then. Just at that noment a Gnhat settled on
the head of the El ephant, and he replied, "Do you see that little
buzzing insect? If it enters my ear, nmy fate is sealed. | should
die presently.” The Lion said, "Well, since so huge a beast is

afraid of atiny gnat, | will no nore conplain, nor wsh nyself



dead. | find nyself, even as | am better off than the

El ephant . "

The Lanb and the Wl f

A WOLF pursued a Lanb, which fled for refuge to a certain Tenple.
The WoIf called out to himand said, "The Priest will slay you in
sacrifice, if he should catch you." ©On which the Lanb replied,

"I't would be better for me to be sacrificed in the Tenple than to

be eaten by you."

The Rich Man and t he Tanner

A RICH MAN |ived near a Tanner, and not being able to bear the
unpl easant snell of the tan-yard, he pressed his neighbor to go
away. The Tanner put off his departure fromtinme to time, saying
that he would | eave soon. But as he still continued to stay, as
tinme went on, the rich man became accustoned to the snell, and

feeling no manner of inconvenience, made no further conplaints.

The Shi pw ecked Man and the Sea

A SHI PMRECKED MAN, havi ng been cast upon a certain shore, slept
after his buffetings with the deep. After a while he awoke, and
| ooki ng upon the Sea, |loaded it with reproaches. He argued that
it enticed nen with the calmess of its |ooks, but when it had

i nduced themto plowits waters, it grew rough and destroyed
them The Sea, assuming the formof a woman, replied to him

"Bl ane not ne, my good sir, but the winds, for | amby ny own
nature as calmand firmeven as this earth; but the w nds

suddenly falling on me create these waves, and lash nme into



fury.”

The Mul es and the Robbers

TWDO MILES wel | -1 aden with packs were trudging along. One carried
panniers filled with noney, the other sacks weighted with grain.
The Mul e carrying the treasure wal ked with head erect, as if
consci ous of the value of his burden, and tossed up and down the
clear-toned bells fastened to his neck. H's conpanion followed
with quiet and easy step. Al of a sudden Robbers rushed upon
them fromtheir hiding-places, and in the scuffle with their
owners, wounded with a sword the Mul e carrying the treasure,

whi ch they greedily seized while taking no notice of the grain.
The Mul e which had been robbed and wounded bewail ed his

m sfortunes. The other replied, "I amindeed glad that | was
thought so little of, for | have lost nothing, nor aml hurt with

any wound. "

The Viper and the File

A LION, entering the workshop of a smith, sought fromthe tools
the means of satisfying his hunger. He nore particularly
addressed hinself to a File, and asked of himthe favor of a
meal. The File replied, "You nust indeed be a sinple-ninded
fellow if you expect to get anything fromne, who am accustoned

to take fromeveryone, and never to give anything in return.”

The Lion and the Shepherd

A LION, roam ng through a forest, trod upon a thorn. Soon

afterward he came up to a Shepherd and fawned upon him waggi ng



his tail as if to say, "I ama suppliant, and seek your aid." The
Shepherd bol dly exam ned the beast, discovered the thorn, and

pl acing his paw upon his lap, pulled it out; thus relieved of his
pain, the Lion returned into the forest. Sonme tinme after, the
Shepherd, being inprisoned on a fal se accusation, was condemed
"to be cast to the Lions" as the punishnent for his inputed
crime. But when the Lion was rel eased from his cage, he

recogni zed the Shepherd as the man who healed him and instead of
attacki ng him approached and placed his foot upon his lap. The
King, as soon as he heard the tale, ordered the Lion to be set
free again in the forest, and the Shepherd to be pardoned and

restored to his friends.

The Canel and Jupiter

THE CAMEL, when he saw the Bull adorned with horns, envied him
and wi shed that he hinself could obtain the sane honors. He went
to Jupiter, and besought himto give himhorns. Jupiter, vexed
at his request because he was not satisfied with his size and
strength of body, and desired yet nore, not only refused to give

hi m horns, but even deprived himof a portion of his ears.

The Pant her and the Shepherds

A PANTHER, by sone nischance, fell into a pit. The Shepherds

di scovered him and sone threw sticks at himand pelted himwth
stones, while others, noved with conpassion towards one about to
di e even though no one should hurt him threwin sone food to
prolong his Iife. At night they returned hone, not dreaning of
any danger, but supposing that on the norrow they would find him

dead. The Pant her, however, when he had recruited his feeble



strength, freed hinself with a sudden bound fromthe pit, and
hastened to his den with rapid steps. After a few days he cane
forth and sl aughtered the cattle, and, killing the Shepherds who
had attacked him raged with angry fury. Then they who had
spared his life, fearing for their safety, surrendered to him
their flocks and begged only for their lives. To themthe

Pant her nade this reply: "I renenber alike those who sought ny
life with stones, and those who gave nme food

asi de, therefore, your fears. | return as an enemy only to those

who injured nme."

The Ass and the Charger

AN ASS congratul ated a Horse on being so ungrudgi ngly and
carefully provided for, while he hinself had scarcely enough to
eat and not even that wi thout hard work. But when war broke out,
a heavily arnmed sol dier nmounted the Horse, and riding himto the
charge, rushed into the very midst of the eneny. The Horse was
wounded and fell dead on the battlefield. Then the Ass, seeing

all these things, changed his nmind, and comni serated the Horse

The Eagle and Hi s Captor

AN EAGLE was once captured by a nan, who imrediately clipped his
wi ngs and put himinto his poultry-yard with the other birds, at
whi ch treatnent the Eagle was wei ghed down with grief. Later
anot her nei ghbor purchased himand allowed his feathers to grow
again. The Eagle took flight, and pouncing upon a hare, brought
it at once as an offering to his benefactor. A Fox, seeing this,
exclainmed, "Do not cultivate the favor of this man, but of your
fornmer owner, lest he should again hunt for you and deprive you a

second tine of your w ngs."



The Bald Man and the Fly

A FLY bit the bare head of a Bald Man who, endeavoring to destroy
it, gave hinself a heavy slap. Escaping, the Fly said nockingly,
"You who have wi shed to revenge, even with death, the Prick of a
tiny insect, see what you have done to yourself to add insult to
injury?" The Bald Man replied, "I can easily nake peace with
nmysel f, because | know there was no intention to hurt. But you
an ill-favored and contenptible insect who delights in sucking
human bl ood, | wish that |I could have killed you even if | had

incurred a heavier penalty."”

The Aive-Tree and the Fig-Tree

THE QLI VE- TREE ridicul ed the Fig-Tree because, while she was
green all the year round, the Fig-Tree changed its | eaves with
the seasons. A shower of snow fell upon them and, finding the
Aive full of foliage, it settled upon its branches and broke
them down with its weight, at once despoiling it of its beauty
and killing the tree. But finding the Fig-Tree denuded of

| eaves, the snow fell through to the ground, and did not injure

it at all.

The Eagle and the Kite

AN EAGLE, overwhel med with sorrow, sat upon the branches of a
tree in conpany with a Kite. "Wy," said the Kite, "do | see you
with such a rueful l[ook? "I seek," she replied, "a mate suitable
for nme, and amnot able to find one." "Take nme," returned the

Kite, "I amrmuch stronger than you are." "Wy, are you able to



secure the neans of living by your plunder? "Well, | have often
caught and carried away an ostrich in ny talons." The Eagle,
persuaded by these words, accepted himas her mate. Shortly

after the nuptials, the Eagle said, "Fly off and bring me back

the ostrich you pronmised me." The Kite, soaring aloft into the
ai r, brought back the shabbi est possible nmouse, stinking fromthe
length of tine it had lain about the fields. "Is this," said the
Eagle, "the faithful fulfillnment of your promise to ne?" The Kite
replied, "That | mght attain your royal hand, there is nothing
that | would not have pronised, however nuch | knew that | nust

fail in the performance.”

The Ass and His Driver

AN ASS, being driven along a high road, suddenly started off and
bolted to the brink of a deep precipice. Wile he was in the act
of throwi ng hinself over, his owner seized himby the tail
endeavoring to pull himback. Wen the Ass persisted in his
effort, the man let himgo and said, "Conquer, but conquer to

your cost."

The Thrush and the Fow er

A THRUSH was feeding on a nyrtle-tree and did not nove fromit
because its berries were so delicious. A Fow er observed her
staying so long in one spot, and having well bird-linmed his
reeds, caught her. The Thrush, being at the point of death,
exclainmed, "O foolish creature that | am For the sake of a

little pleasant food | have deprived nyself of nmy life."



The Rose and the Amaranth

AN AMARANTH pl anted in a garden near a Rose-Tree, thus addressed

it: "What a lovely flower is the Rose, a favorite alike with Gods
and with nen. | envy you your beauty and your perfume." The Rose
replied, "l indeed, dear Amaranth, flourish but for a brief

season! |If no cruel hand pluck me fromny stem yet | nust perish
by an early doom But thou art inmmortal and dost never fade, but

bl oonest for ever in renewed youth."

The Frogs' Conpl aint Against the Sun

ONCE UPON A TI ME, when the Sun announced his intention to take a
wife, the Frogs lifted up their voices in clanor to the sky.
Jupiter, disturbed by the noise of their croaking, inquired the
cause of their conplaint. One of themsaid, "The Sun, now while
he is single, parches up the marsh, and conpels us to die
nmserably in our arid homes. What will be our future condition

i f he should beget other suns?

LI FE OF AESCP

THE LI FE and Hi story of Aesop is involved, like that of Homer,
the nmost fanous of Greek poets, in nmuch obscurity. Sardis, the
capital of Lydia; Sanpbs, a G eek island; Mesenbria, an ancient
colony in Thrace; and Cotiaeum the chief city of a province of
Phrygi a, contend for the distinction of being the birthplace of
Aesop. Al though the honor thus clainmed cannot be definitely
assigned to any one of these places, yet there are a few

i ncidents now generally accepted by schol ars as established
facts, relating to the birth, life, and death of Aesop. He is,

by an al nost universal consent, allowed to have been born about



the year 620 B.C., and to have been by birth a slave. He was
owned by two masters in succession, both inhabitants of Sanos,
Xant hus and Jadnon, the latter of whomgave himhis liberty as a
reward for his learning and wit. One of the privileges of a
freedman in the ancient republics of G eece, was the perm ssion
to take an active interest in public affairs; and Aesop, like the
phi | osophers Phaedo, Menippus, and Epictetus, in later tines,
raised hinself fromthe indignity of a servile condition to a
position of high renown. 1In his desire alike to instruct and to
be instructed, he travelled through nmany countries, and anong
others cane to Sardis, the capital of the famous king of Lydia,
the great patron, in that day, of |earning and of |earned nen.

He met at the court of Croesus with Sol on, Thales, and other
sages, and is related so to have pleased his royal master, by the
part he took in the conversations held with these phil osophers,
that he applied to himan expression which has since passed into

a proverb, "The Phrygi an has spoken better than all."

On the invitation of Croesus he fixed his residence at Sardis,
and was enpl oyed by that nonarch in various difficult and
delicate affairs of State. 1In his discharge of these conm ssions
he visited the different petty republics of Geece. At one tine
he is found in Corinth, and at another in Athens, endeavouring,
by the narration of sonme of his wise fables, to reconcile the

i nhabitants of those cities to the adnministration of their
respective rulers Periander and Pisistratus. One of these
anbassadorial m ssions, undertaken at the conmand of Croesus, was
the occasion of his death. Having been sent to Del phi with a

| arge sum of gold for distribution anong the citizens, he was so
provoked at their covetousness that he refused to divide the
money, and sent it back to his master. The Del phians, enraged at
this treatnment, accused himof inpiety, and, in spite of his

sacred character as anbassador, executed himas a public



crimnal. This cruel death of Aesop was not unavenged. The
citizens of Delphi were visited with a series of calanities,
until they nade a public reparation of their crine; and, "The
bl ood of Aesop" becane a well -

known adage, bearing witness to the truth that deeds of wong
woul d not pass unpunished. Neither did the great fabulist |ack
post hunous honors; for a statue was erected to his nenory at

At hens, the work of Lysippus, one of the nost fanobus of G eek

scul ptors. Phaedrus thus immortalizes the event:

Aesopo i ngentem st at uam posuere Atti ci
Servungue col | ocarunt aeterna in basi
Patere honoris scirent ut cuncti viam

Nec generi tribui sed virtuti gloriam

These few facts are all that can be relied on with any degree of
certainty, in reference to the birth, life, and death of Aesop
They were first brought to light, after a patient search and
diligent perusal of ancient authors, by a Frenchnan, M C aude
Gaspard Bachet de Mezeriac, who declined the honor of being
tutor to Louis XIIl of France, fromhis desire to devote hinself
exclusively to literature. He published his Life of Aesop, Anno
Domi ni 1632. The later investigations of a host of English and
German schol ars have added very little to the facts given by M
Mezeriac. The substantial truth of his statenments has been
confirmed by later criticismand inquiry. It renmains to state,
that prior to this publication of M Mezeriac, the life of Aesop
was fromthe pen of Maxi nus Pl anudes, a nonk of Constantinopl e,
who was sent on an enbassy to Venice by the Byzantine Enperor
Androni cus the el der, and who wote in the early part of the
fourteenth century. His life was prefixed to all the early
editions of these fables, and was republished as |ate as 1727 by

Archdeacon Croxall as the introduction to his edition of Aesop.



This life by Planudes contains, however, so snall an anmpunt of
truth, and is so full of absurd pictures of the grotesque
deformty of Aesop, of wondrous apocryphal stories, of lying

| egends, and gross anachronisns, that it is now universally
condemed as fal se, puerile, and unauthentic. | It is given up
in the present day, by general consent, as unworthy of the
slightest credit.

GFT.

1 M Bayle thus characterises this Life of Aesop by Pl anudes,
"Tous | es habil es gens convi ennent que c'est un roman, et que |les
absurdites grossieres qui |I'on y trouve |e rendent indigne de
toute."

Dictionnaire Hi storique. Art. Esope.

*********Pref ace********

PREFACE

THE TALE, the Parable, and the Fable are all comon and popul ar
nodes of conveying instruction. Each is distinguished by its own
speci al characteristics. The Tale consists sinply in the
narration of a story either founded on facts, or created solely
by the imagi nation, and not necessarily associated with the
teaching of any noral |esson. The Parable is the designed use of
| anguage purposely intended to convey a hidden and secret

meani ng ot her than that contained in the words thensel ves; and
whi ch may or may not bear a special reference to the hearer, or
reader. The Fable partly agrees with, and partly differs from
both of these. It will contain, like the Tale, a short but rea
narrative; it will seek, like the Parable, to convey a hidden
meani ng, and that not so nuch by the use of |anguage, as by the
skilful introduction of fictitious characters; and yet unlike to
either Tale or Parable, it will ever keep in view, as its high

prerogative, and inseparable attribute, the great purpose of



instruction, and will necessarily seek to incul cate sone noral
maxi m social duty, or political truth. The true Fable, if it
rise toits high requirenents, ever ains at one great end and

pur pose representation of human notive, and the inprovenment of
human conduct, and yet it so conceals its design under the

di sguise of fictitious characters, by clothing with speech the
animals of the field, the birds of the air, the trees of the
wood, or the beasts of the forest, that the reader shall receive
advi ce without perceiving the presence of the adviser. Thus the
superiority of the counsellor, which often renders counse

unpal atable, is kept out of view, and the | esson cones with the
greater acceptance when the reader is | ed, unconsciously to
himsel f, to have his synpathies enlisted in behalf of what is
pure, honorable, and praiseworthy, and to have his indignation
excited against what is low, ignoble, and unworthy. The true
fabulist, therefore, discharges a nost inportant function. He is
neither a narrator, nor an allegorist. He is a great teacher, a
corrector of norals, a censor of vice, and a comrender of virtue.
In this consists the superiority of the Fable over the Tale or
the Parable. The fabulist is to create a |augh, but yet, under a
merry guise, to convey instruction. Phaedrus, the great initator
of Aesop, plainly indicates this double purpose to be the true

office of the witer of fables.

Duplex libelli dos est: quod risum novet,

Et quod prudenti vitamconsilio nonet.

The continual observance of this twofold aimcreates the charm
and accounts for the universal favor, of the fables of Aesop
"The fable," says Professor K O Mieller, "originated in G eece
in an intentional travestie of human affairs. The 'ainos,' as
its name denotes, is an adnonition, or rather a reproof veiled,

either fromfear of an excess of frankness, or froma | ove of fun



and jest, beneath the fiction of an occurrence happeni ng anong
beasts; and wherever we have any ancient and authentic account of

the Aesopian fables, we find it to be the sane." |

The construction of a fable involves a mnute attention to (1)
the narration itself; (2) the deduction of the noral; and (3) a
careful rmai ntenance of the individual characteristics of the
fictitious personages introduced into it. The narration should
relate to one sinple action, consistent with itself, and neither
be overladen with a nultiplicity of details, nor distracted by a
variety of circunstances. The noral or |esson should be so
plain, and so intimately interwoven with, and so necessarily
dependent on, the narration, that every reader should be
conmpelled to give to it the sane undeniable interpretation. The
i ntroduction of the animals or fictitious characters should be
mar ked wi th an unexceptionable care and attention to their
natural attributes, and to the qualities attributed to them by
uni versal popul ar consent. The Fox should be al ways cunning, the
Hare timd, the Lion bold, the WIf cruel, the Bull strong, the
Horse proud, and the Ass patient. Many of these fables are
characterized by the strictest observance of these rules. They
are occupied with one short narrative, fromwhich the nora
naturally flows, and with which it is intimately associ ated.

"'Tis the sinple nanner," says Dodsley, 2 "in which the norals of
Aesop are interwoven with his fables that distinguishes him and
gives himthe preference over all other nythol ogists. His
"Mount ai n delivered of a Muuse,' produces the noral of his fable
in ridicule of ponpous pretenders; and his Crow, when she drops
her cheese, lets fall, as it were by accident, the strongest
admoni ti on agai nst the power of flattery. There is no need of a
separate sentence to explain it; no possibility of inpressing it

deeper, by that |oad we too often see of accumul ated

reflections.” 3 An equal anount of praise is due for the



consi stency with which the characters of the aninmals,
fictitiously introduced, are marked. Wiile they are nade to
depict the notives and passions of nen, they retain, in an

em nent degree, their own special features of craft or counsel

of cowardi ce or courage, of generosity or rapacity.

These ternms of praise, it nust be confessed, cannot be bestowed
on all the fables in this collection. Many of themlack that
unity of design, that close connection of the noral with the
narrative, that wi se choice in the introduction of the aninals,
whi ch constitute the charm and excellency of true Aesopian fable.
This inferiority of some to others is sufficiently accounted for
in the history of the origin and descent of these fables. The
great bulk of themare not the i medi ate work of Aesop. Many are
obtai ned from ancient authors prior to the tine in which he
lived. Thus, the fable of the "Hawk and the N ghtingale" is

rel ated by Hesiod; 4 the "Eagl e wounded by an Arrow, wi nged with

its own Feathers," by Aeschylus; 5 the "Fox avengi ng his wongs

on the Eagle,"” by Archilochus. 6 Many of them again are of |ater
origin, and are to be traced to the nonks of the middle ages: and
yet this collection, though thus made up of fables both earlier
and later than the era of Aesop, rightfully bears his nane,
because he conposed so large a nunber (all franed in the sane
nmoul d, and confornmed to the same fashion, and stanped with the
same |ineaments, image, and superscription) as to secure to
hinself the right to be considered the father of G eek fables,

and the founder of this class of witing, which has ever since

borne his nane, and has secured for him through all succeeding

ages, the position of the first of noralists.?7

The fables were in the first instance only narrated by Aesop, and
for a long tinme were handed down by the uncertain channel of ora

tradition. Socrates is nentioned by Plato 8 as havi ng enpl oyed



his time while in prison, awaiting the return of the sacred ship
from Del phos which was to be the signal of his death, in turning
sonme of these fables into verse, but he thus versified only such
as he remenbered. Denetrius Phal ereus, a phil osopher at Athens
about 300 B.C., is said to have nade the first collection of
these fables. Phaedrus, a slave by birth or by subsequent

m sfortunes, and adnmitted by Augustus to the honors of a
freedman, imtated many of these fables in Latin ianbics about
the conmmencenent of the Christian era. Aphthonius, a rhetorician
of Antioch, A D. 315, wote a treatise on, and converted into
Latin prose, sone of these fables. This translation is the nore
worthy of notice, as it illustrates a custom of commobn use, both
in these and in later tinmes. The rhetoricians and phil osophers
were accustomed to give the Fables of Aesop as an exercise to
their scholars, not only inviting themto discuss the noral of
the tale, but also to practice and to perfect thensel ves thereby
in style and rules of grammar, by making for thensel ves new and
various versions of the fables. Ausonius, 9 the friend of the
Enperor Val entinian, and the |atest poet of eninence in the
Western Enpire, has handed down sone of these fables in verse
whi ch Julianus Titianus, a contenporary witer of no great nane,
translated into prose. Avienus, also a contenporary of Ausoni us,
put sonme of these fables into Latin el egiacs, which are given by
Nevel et (in a book we shall refer to hereafter), and are

occasionally incorporated with the editions of Phaedrus.

Seven centuries el apsed before the next notice is found of the
Fabl es of Aesop. During this long period these fables seemto
have suffered an eclipse, to have di sappeared and to have been
forgotten; and it is at the commencenent of the fourteenth
century, when the Byzantine enperors were the great patrons of

| earni ng, and am dst the splendors of an Asiatic court, that we

next find honors paid to the nane and nenory of Aesop. Maxinus



Pl anudes, a | earned nmonk of Constantinople, nade a collection of
about a hundred and fifty of these fables. Little is known of
his history. Planudes, however, was no nere recluse, shut up in
his nonastery. He took an active part in public affairs. In
1327 A.D. he was sent on a diplomatic m ssion to Venice by the
Enperor Andronicus the Elder. This brought himinto i mediate
contact with the Wstern Patriarch, whose interests he henceforth
advocated with so much zeal as to bring on himsuspicion and
persecution fromthe rulers of the Eastern Church. Planudes has
been exposed to a two-fold accusation. He is charged on the one
hand wi th having had before hima copy of Babrias (to whom we
shal | have occasion to refer at greater length in the end of this

Preface), and to have had the bad taste "to transpose,” or to
turn his poetical version into prose: and he is asserted, on the
ot her hand, never to have seen the Fables of Aesop at all, but to
have hinself invented and nmade the fables which he pal ned off
under the nane of the fanous Greek fabulist. The truth lies

bet ween these two extrenes. Planudes may have invented sone few
fabl es, or have inserted sone that were current in his day; but
there is an abundance of unanswerable internal evidence to prove
that he had an acquai ntance with the veritable fables of Aesop

al t hough the versions he had access to were probably corrupt, as
contained in the various translations and disquisitiona

exerci ses of the rhetoricians and phil osophers. H's collection
is interesting and inportant, not only as the parent source or
foundation of the earlier printed versions of Aesop, but as the
direct channel of attracting to these fables the attention of the

| ear ned.

The eventual re-introduction, however, of these Fables of Aesop
to their high place in the general literature of Christendom is
to be | ooked for in the West rather than in the East. The

calanities gradually thickening round the Eastern Enpire, and the



fall of Constantinople, 1453 A.D. conbined with other events to
pronote the rapid restoration of learning in Italy; and with that
recovery of learning the revival of an interest in the Fables of
Aesop is closely identified. These fables, indeed, were anong
the first witings of an earlier antiquity that attracted
attention. They took their place beside the Holy Scriptures and
the ancient classic authors, in the mnds of the great students
of that day. Lorenzo Valla, one of the nost fanous pronoters of
Italian learning, not only translated into Latin the Iliad of
Honmer and the Histories of Herodotus and Thucydi des, but also the

Fabl es of Aesop.

These fabl es, again, were anong the books brought into an
extended circul ation by the agency of the printing press. Bonus
Accursius, as early as 1475-1480, printed the collection of these
fabl es, made by Pl anudes, which, within five years afterwards,
Caxton translated into English, and printed at his press in Wst-
nm nster Abbey, 1485. 10 It nust be mentioned al so that the

| earning of this age has |left pernmanent traces of its influence
on these fables, Il by causing the interpolation with them of
some of those amusing stories which were so frequently introduced
into the public discourses of the great preachers of those days,
and of which specinens are yet to be found in the extant sernons
of Jean Raulin, Meffreth, and Gabriel Barlette. 12 The
publication of this era which nost probably has influenced these
fables, is the "Liber Facetiarum" |3 a book consisting of a
hundred jests and stories, by the cel ebrated Poggi o Bracci ol i ni
published A D. 1471, fromwhich the two fables of the "Mller
his Son, and the Ass,"” and the "Fox and the Wodcutter," are

undoubt edl y sel ect ed.

The know edge of these fables rapidly spread fromlitaly into

Germany, and their popularity was increased by the favor and



sanction given to themby the great fathers of the Refornation,
who frequently used them as vehicles for satire and protest

agai nst the tricks and abuses of the Romish ecclesiastics. The
zeal ous and renowned Camerarius, who took an active part in the
preparati on of the Confession of Augsburgh, found tinme, ani dst
hi s nunmerous avocations, to prepare a version for the students in
the university of Tubingen, in which he was a professor. Martin
Luther translated twenty of these fables, and was urged by

Mel ancthon to conplete the whole; while Gottfried Arnold, the
cel ebrated Lutheran theol ogian, and librarian to Frederick I,
king of Prussia, nmentions that the great Reforner valued the
Fabl es of Aesop next after the Holy Scriptures. In 1546 A D.
the second printed edition of the collection of the Fables made
by Pl anudes, was issued fromthe printing-press of Robert

St ephens, in which were inserted sone additional fables froma

M5. in the Bibliotheque du Roy at Paris.

The greatest advance, however, towards a re-introduction of the
Fabl es of Aesop to a place in the literature of the world, was
made in the early part of the seventeenth century. 1In the year
1610, a learned Swiss, Isaac Nicholas Nevelet, sent forth the
third printed edition of these fables, in a work entitled
"Myt hol ogi a Aesopica." This was a noble effort to do honor to
the great fabulist, and was the nobst perfect collection of
Aesopi an fabl es ever yet published. It consisted, in addition to
the collection of fables given by Planudes and reprinted in the
various earlier editions, of one hundred and thirty-six new
fabl es (never before published) fromMsSS. in the Library of the
Vatican, of forty fables attributed to Aphthonius, and of
forty-three fromBabrias. |t also contained the Latin versions
of the sane fabl es by Phaedrus, Avienus, and other authors. This
vol ume of Nevelet forns a conpl ete "Corpus Fabul arum

Aesopi carum " and to his | abors Aesop owes his restoration to



uni versal favor as one of the wise noralists and great teachers
of mankind. During the interval of three centuries which has

el apsed since the publication of this volune of Nevelet's, no
book, with the exception of the Holy Scriptures, has had a wi der
circulation than Aesop's Fables. They have been translated into
the greater nunber of the |anguages both of Europe and of the
East, and have been read, and will be read, for generations,
al i ke by Jew, Heathen, Mhanmmedan, and Christian. They are, at
the present tine, not only engrafted into the literature of the
civilized world, but are familiar as household words in the
common i ntercourse and daily conversation of the inhabitants of

all countries.

This collection of Nevelet's is the great culninating point in
the history of the revival of the fame and reputation of Aesopian
Fables. It is remarkable, also, as containing in its preface the
germ of an idea, which has been since proved to have been correct
by a strange chain of circunstances. Nevelet intimates an
opinion, that a witer naned Babrias would be found to be the
veritabl e author of the existing formof Aesopian Fables. This
intimation has since given rise to a series of inquiries, the
know edge of which is necessary, in the present day, to a ful
under standi ng of the true position of Aesop in connection with

the witings that bear his nane.

The history of Babrias is so strange and interesting, that it

m ght not unfitly be enunmerated anong the curiosities of
literature. He is generally supposed to have been a G eek of
Asia Mnor, of one of the lonic Colonies, but the exact period in
which he lived and wote is yet unsettled. He is placed, by one
critic, 14 as far back as the institution of the Achai an League,
B.C. 250; by another as late as the Enperor Severus, who died

A.D. 235; while others nake hima contenporary with Phaedrus in



the tinme of Augustus. At whatever tine he wote his version of
Aesop, by some strange accident it seenms to have entirely

di sappeared, and to have been lost sight of. His nane is

menti oned by Avienus; by Suidas, a celebrated critic, at the

cl ose of the eleventh century, who gives in his | exicon severa
i sol ated verses of his version of the fables; and by John
Tzetzes, a granmarian and poet of Constantinople, who lived
during the latter half of the twelfth century. Nevelet, in the
preface to the volune which we have described, points out that
the Fabl es of Pl anudes could not be the work of Aesop, as they

contain a reference in two places to "Holy nonks,"” and give a
verse fromthe Epistle of St. Janes as an "Epimth" to one of
the fables, and suggests Babrias as their author. Francis
Vavassor, 15 a learned French jesuit, entered at greater |length
on this subject, and produced further proofs frominterna

evi dence, fromthe use of the word Piraeus in describing the
har bour of Athens, a nane which was not given till two hundred
years after Aesop, and fromthe introduction of other nodern
words, that many of these fables nust have been at | east
committed to witing posterior to the tine of Aesop, and nore
bol dl y suggests Babrias as their author or collector. 16 These
various references to Babrias induced Dr. Plichard Bentley, at
the cl ose of the seventeenth century, to exam ne nore mnutely
the existing versions of Aesop's Fables, and he nmintai ned that
many of themcould, with a slight change of words, be resolved
into the Scazonic |7 ianbics, in which Babrias is known to have
witten: and, with a greater freedomthan the evidence then
justified, he put forth, in behalf of Babrias, a claimto the
excl usi ve aut horship of these fables. Such a seemingly
extravagant theory, thus roundly asserted, excited nuch
opposition. Dr. Bentley I8 met with an able antagonist in a
menber of the University of Oxford, the Hon. M. Charles Boyle

19 afterwards Earl of Orery. Their letters and disputations on



this subject, enlivened on both sides with nmuch wit and | earni ng,
wi Il ever bear a conspicuous place in the literary history of the
seventeenth century. The argunents of Dr. Bentley were yet
further defended a few years later by M. Thomas Tyrwhitt, a
wel | -read schol ar, who gave up high civil distinctions that he

m ght devote hinself the nore unreservedly to literary pursuits.
M. Tyrwhitt published, A D. 1776, a Dissertation on Babri as,
and a collection of his fables in cholianbic meter found in a M5
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Francesco de Furia, a |earned
Italian, contributed further testinony to the correctness of the
supposition that Babrias had nmade a veritable collection of
fables by printing froma Ms. contained in the Vatican library
several fables never before published. In the year 1844,

however, new and unexpected |ight was thrown upon this subject.

A veritable copy of Babrias was found in a manner as singular as
were the MSS. of Quinctilian's Institutes, and of Cicero's
Orations by Poggio in the nonastery of St. @Gll A D 1416. M
Menoi des, at the suggestion of M Villemain, Mnister of Public
Instruction to King Louis Philippe, had been entrusted with a
commi ssion to search for ancient MSS., and in carrying out his
instructions he found a Ms. at the convent of St. Laura, on
Mount At hos, which proved to be a copy of the |ong suspected and
wi shed-for cholianbic version of Babrias. This M5. was found to
be divided into two books, the one containing a hundred and
twenty-five, and the other ninety-five fables. This discovery
attracted very general attention, not only as confirmng, in a

si ngul ar manner, the conjectures so boldly nade by a | ong chain
of critics, but as bringing to light valuable literary treasures
tending to establish the reputation, and to confirmthe antiquity
and authenticity of the great nass of Aesopian Fable. The Fables
thus recovered were soon published. They found a nost worthy
editor in the late distinguished Sir George Cornewall Lewi s, and

a translator equally qualified for his task, in the Reverend



James Davies, MA., sonetinme a scholar of Lincoln Coll ege,
Oxford, and hinself a relation of their English editor. Thus,
after an eclipse of nmany centuries, Babrias shines out as the
earliest, and nost reliable collector of veritable Aesopian

Fabl es.

The following are the sources fromwhich the present translation
has been prepared: Babrii Fabul ae Aesopeae. George Cornewal |
Lewis. Oxford, 1846.

Babrii Fabul ae Aesopeae. E codice manuscripto partem secundam
edidit. George Cornewall Lewis. London: Parker, 1857

Myt hol ogi ca Aesopica. Opera et studia Isaaci N cholai Neveleti.
Frankfort, 1610.

Fabul ae Aesopi acae, qual es ante Pl anudem ferebantur cura et
studi o Francisci de Furia. Lipsiae, 1810.

???7??°27?7?7?7?2?7???. Ex recognitione Caroli Halmi. Lipsiae, Phaedri

Fabul ae Esopi ae. Del phin Cassics. 1822

GECRGE FYLER TOAWNSEND

FOOTNOTES

1 A Hstory of the Literature of Ancient Greece, by K O
Mueller. Vol. i, p. 191. London, Parker, 1858.

2 Sel ect Fabl es of Aesop, and other Fabulists. |In three books,
transl ated by Robert Dodsl ey, acconpanied with a selection of
notes, and an Essay on Fable. Birni ngham 1864. P. 60.

3 Sonme of these fables had, no doubt, in the first instance, a
primary and private interpretation. On the first occasion of
their being conposed they were intended to refer to some passing
event, or to some individual acts of wong-doing. Thus, the
fables of the "Eagle and the Fox" and of the "Fox and Monkey' are

supposed to have been witten by Archilochus, to avenge the



injuries done himby Lycanbes. So also the fables of the
"Swol I en Fox" and of the "Frogs asking a King" were spoken by
Aesop for the i medi ate purpose of reconciling the inhabitants of
Sanpbs and Athens to their respective rulers, Periander and
Pisistratus; while the fable of the "Horse and Stag" was conposed
to caution the inhabitants of H nera against granting a bodyguard
to Phalaris. In a sinmlar nanner, the fable from Phaedrus, the
"Marriage of the Sun," is supposed to have reference to the
contenpl ated uni on of Livia, the daughter of Drusus, with Sejanus
the favourite, and ninister of Trajan. These fables, however,
though thus originating in special events, and designed at first
to neet special circunstances, are so adnmirably constructed as to
be fraught with | essons of general utility, and of universa
application.

4 Hesiod. Opera et Dies, verse 202

5 Aeschylus. Fragnent of the Myrm dons. Aeschyl us speaks of
this fable as existing before his day. See Scholiast on the Aves
of Aristophanes, |ine 808.

6 Fragnent. 38, ed. Gaisford. See also Mieller's History of
the Literature of Ancient Geece, vol. i. pp. 190-193

7 M Bayle has well put this in his account of Aesop. "Il n'y a
poi nt d' apparence que |les fables qui portent aujourd' hui son nom
soient les nmenmes qu'il avait faites; elles viennent bien de |ui

pour la plupart, quant a la matiere et |la pensee; nmais les

parol es sont d'un autre." And again, "C est donc a Hesi ode, que
j'aimerais meux attribuer la gloire de |'invention; mais sans
doute il laissa la chose tres inparfaite. Esope |la perfectionne

si heureusenent, qu'on |'a regarde come |le vrai pere de cette
sorte de production." M Bayle. Dictionnaire Hi storique
8 Plato in Ph2done.
9 Apol ogos en! msit tib
Ab usque Rheni linmte

Ausoni us nonen Italum



Praecept or Augusti tui

Aesopiamtrimetriam

Quam vertit exili stylo

Pedestre conci nnans opus

Fandi Titianus artifex.

Ausonii Epistola, xvi. 75-80.

10 Both these publications are in the British Miseum and are
placed in the library in cases under glass, for the inspection of
the curi ous.
Il Fables nay possibly have been not entirely unknown to the
medi aeval scholars. There are two cel ebrated works whi ch mi ght
by some be cl assed anbngst works of this description. The one is
the "Specul um Sapi entiae," attributed to St. Cyril, Archbishop
of Jerusalem but of a considerably later origin, and existing
only in Latin. It is divided into four books, and consists of
| ong conversations conducted by fictitious characters under the
figures the beasts of the field and forest, and ainmed at the
rebuke of particular classes of nen, the boastful, the proud, the
| uxurious, the wathful, &. None of the stories are precisely
t hose of Aesop, and none have the concinnity, terseness, and
unm st akabl e deduction of the | esson intended to be taught by
the fable, so conspicuous in the great Greek fabulist. The exact
title of the book is this: "Speculum Sapientiae, B. Cyrill
Epi scopi: alias quadripartitus apol ogeticus vocatus, in cujus
qui dem proverbiis omis et totius sapientiae speculumclaret et
feliciter incipit." The other is a larger work in two vol unes,
published in the fourteenth century by Caesar Heisterbach, a
Cistercian nonk, under the title of "D alogus Mracul orum?"”
reprinted in 1851. This work consists of conversations in which
many stories are interwoven on all kinds of subjects. It has no
correspondence with the pure Aesopian fable.
12 Post - nedi eval Preachers, by S. Baring-CGould. Rivingtons,

1865.



13 For an account of this work see the Life of Poggio
Bracciolini, by the Rev. WIIiam Shepherd. Liverpool. 1801
14 Prof essor Theodore Bergh. See C assical Miseum No. wviii
July, 1849.

15 Vavassor's treatise, entitled "De Ludicra Dictione" was
witten A D. 1658, at the request of the celebrated M Bal zac
(though published after his death), for the purpose of show ng
that the burlesque style of witing adopted by Scarron and

D Assouci, and at that time so popular in France, had no sanction
fromthe ancient classic witers. Francisci Vavassoris opera
omi a. Anmsterdam 1709

16 The clainms of Babrias also found a warm advocate in the

| earned Frenchman, M Bayle, who, in his admirable dictionary,
(Dictionnaire Historique et Critique de Pierre Bayle. Paris,
1820,) gives additional argunents in confirmation of the opinions
of his | earned predecessors, Nevel et and Vavassor

17 Scazonic, or halting, ianmbics; a cholianbic (a |lane, halting
ianbic) differs fromthe ianbic Senarius in always having a
spondee or trichee for its last foot; the fifth foot, to avoid
shortness of meter, being generally an ianmbic. See Fabl es of
Babrias, translated by Rev. Janes Davies. Lockwood, 1860.
Preface, p. 27.

18 See Dr. Bentley's Dissertations upon the Epistles of

Phal ari s.

19 Dr. Bentley's Dissertations on the Epistles of Phalaris, and

Fabl es of Aesop exami ned. By the Honorable Charles Boyle.
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