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X To lie no morex

X  To give up falsehood is to be undone
Who lies no longer is undone

x ALl though the days of my lying youth
Though all the lying days of youthx

X | plucked the flower and blossom in the sun
I swayed my blossoms in the sun

Now I may wither into truth.

Though leaves are many, the root’ is one
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To give up falsehood isto be undone
in which case read’ blossom’ for' flower’ and take out
my'" inline2
Though all the lying days of my youth

I swayed my leaves and flowers in the sun
Now I may wither into the truth.
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Once when midnight smote the air
Eunuchs ran through Hell and met
Round about Hell’ s gate to stare
At great Juan riding by

And like these to rail and sweat
Maddened at his sinewy thigh.
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for whose mild sake
Many a man shall find out all heartbreak
In findint out that it can murmur so.
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Many a man shall light upon heartbreak
In finding out that it can murmur so.
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Annunciation

Now can the swooping Godhead have his will
Yet hovers though her helpless thighs are pressed
By the webbed toes and that all powerful bill
Has suddenly bowed her face upon his breast.
How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs
All the stretched body’ s laid on that white rush
And feels the strange heart beating where it lies
A Shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead

Being so caught up
Did nothing pass before her in the air
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop.

1924 6



1923 9 18

The/swooping godhead is half hovering still

Yet climbs upon her trembling body pressed

By the webbed toes;and/that all powerful bill

Has suddenly/bowed her face upon his breast

How can those terrified vague fingers push

The feathered golry from heer loosening thighs

All the stretched body/laid on that white rush
or

Her bodycan but lean on the white rush

His falling body thrown on the white rush

Can feel etc.

But mounts until her trembling thighs are pressed
By the webbed toes and that all powerful bill
Has suddenly bowed her head on his breast

Now /that her body’ s laid on that white rush

All the stretched body,laid on that white rushX
Now that whole

Now that her body,on the white rush

Can feel

“ fwu

Final Version



X

Annunciation
The swooping godhead is half hovering still,
But mounts until her trembling thighs are pressed
By the webbed toes and that all powerful bill
Had suddenly bowed her head/Has hung her helpless body,
upon his breast.

How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs?
Now that her body’ s laid on that white rush
All the stretched body ,laid on that whiterush x
Now that whole
NOW/how that her body on the white rush
Can feel the strange heart beating where i1t lies.
A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead

Being so caught up/Being wrought so
So mastered by the brute blood of the airX

Being wrought so
Did nothing pass before her in the air?
Did she put on her knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop.
WBY Septemberl8 1923

A/swoop upon great wings and hovering still
He sinks until
He has sunk on her down and her hair
The great bird sinks till
The bird descends and her frail thighs are pressed
By the webbed toes and that all




X

WBY1923 9 18

249

250

Leda and the Swan

A rush, a sudden and A rush, a sudden wheel,
and hovering still

The bird/sinds down her frail bare/frail thighs
are pressed
By the webbed toes,and that all powerful bill
Has/laid her helpless face upon his breast,How
can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs
All the stretched body’ s laid on that white rush
And feels the strange heart beating where it lies.




A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall,the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.
Being so caught up
So mastered by the brute blood of the air
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop.
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